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Orrets Meadow School
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Geography Policy
Summer 2024
“To raise the aspirations of every child and give them confidence to fulfil their potential through positive experiences”
Orrets Meadow Curriculum Aims and Values
Aims
To ensure all our children are at the centre of a broad, varied and interesting learning experience that is enjoyable and relevant for the future. Our creative, multisensory curriculum will create a sense of awe and wonder and help to inspire a lifelong love of learning. The holistic nature of our practice will promote positive mental health and well-being and will enhance our children’s life skills, social skills and cultural awareness.
Values
Our curriculum will promote a range of values including:
· Respect              
· Empathy
· Responsibility
· Equality
· Independence
· Happiness
· Resilience
· Gratitude
· Honesty
· Friendship
Intent

National Curriculum - Geography
Purpose of study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

Orrets Meadow’s Curriculum

We teach a Global Curriculum called 'Learning means the World' (LMTW) for all our afternoon subjects. This curriculum is innovative, forward-thinking and highly relevant to our pupils' needs and thoroughly engages them as they tackle challenging and inspiring topics and issues. 
LMTW curriculum has been written with world issues in mind and is centred on 4Cs:-
· Communication
· Conflict
· Conservation
· Culture
Why did we choose 'Learning Means the World'?
As a school which is majority white British, we want our pupils to fully embrace cultural diversity, learning about, experiencing and celebrating a range of different cultural and faith heritages.
We believe that communication is key to accessing learning and securing pupils’ future success. As many of our pupils have Speech Language Communication Needs it is essential that opportunities are given to develop language for learning across the curriculum. With one of its 4 foci being on communication, this curriculum provides lots of opportunities for pupils to develop expressing themselves in discussion, debate and presentation, as well as enabling them to collaborate and exchange ideas.
We feel our pupils, as the future generation, need a greater awareness and appreciation of local, national and global conservation issues and initiatives. The need to learn that they have an important role to play in sustainability. This curriculum gives pupils opportunities to grow and develop spiritually, emotionally, physically and socially in the natural world around them. Our commitment to nurturing positive attitudes and values and developing life and social skills is promoted throughout the Learning Means The World (LMTW) curriculum.
It is theme based and broken down into the following phases:
· Explorers (Foundation level)
· Pathfinders (KS1 level)
· Adventurers (Lower KS2 level)                                        
We have the freedom to teach the National Curriculum in line with our pupils' specific needs and believe that our whole curriculum meets the values and aims which our stakeholders requested at the start of the consultation. 
SMSC

An important aspect of our curriculum at Orrets Meadow is the incorporation of all things SMSC. All staff in all subjects take any and every opportunity to humanise and contextualise aspects and issues of social, moral and other intrinsic events or concepts, be they past, present or potentially pending. We see the promotion of discussion and debate as a healthy part of life in school.
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	Why is Geography important?

Geography helps us to make sense of the world around us, better understand the places we live in, learn about and visit, why they matter and how they are connected to a globalised world. 
Through geography, we encounter different societies and cultures and learn to appreciate the incredible diversity of landscapes and peoples. 
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Implementation
Access to the Curriculum
Pupils at Orrets Meadow have a wide range of special needs, including ASD, SpLD, ADHD and Semh. The majority of pupils are working at least two years behind their chronological age, some three or four years. The curriculum is therefore adapted to meet the stage the child is working at. Skills and knowledge are taught using strategies which help them learn effectively. Multi-sensory, over learning techniques are used to support pupils with their short- and long-term memory difficulties.  Enrichment activities are used to bring the topics to life and make the learning more memorable. It is intended that groups access more trips in order to fulfil the school’s ‘Cultural Capital’ pledge.
Progression

How do we plan for progression in Geography?

The Skills Ladder acts as an incremental model for skills acquisition and provides a benchmark for each year group, with teachers using the skills statements as a model for progression throughout the school. Growing in complexity and demand across Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils’ learning when linked to the Skills Ladder should enable them to make good progress in their learning. 

When is Geography taught?
Geography is taught through thematic units. The attached overview (Appendix 1) maps out which thematic units feature this subject and the Long-Term Plan (Appendix 2) clearly shows the objectives taught. 
How is Geography taught?

Geography is taught through a combination of subject knowledge, geographical skills, enquiry and fieldwork. Learning takes place both inside and outside the classroom. Sticky knowledge and skills are further cemented by use of quizzes and Kahoot ‘challenges’ which make reinforcement much greater fun and avoids the notion that the student is being ‘assessed’ in any manner.
Where do we learn about in Geography?

We learn about the following locations:-

Asia
China
Russia
India
Egypt
Africa
Madagascar
South Africa
Benin
South America
Brazil
Peru
North and Central America

Europe
Scotland
Greece
Rome

Australasia
Fiji
Arctic Circle
Local Geography                                                                                                                                                                                                    
We have a 4 week unit on Wonders of Wirral where we study different localities, including:                                             

West Kirby

Hoylake

Bidston

Birkenhead Docks and Park

Port Sunlight

Parkgate    
Moreton                                                                                                                
What do we learn about in Geography?

We learn about:-

Landscapes 
Human and physical features
Landmarks
Physical systems and processes
Environments
Settlements
Biomes
Climate
Land use
Environmental issues
Sustainability
Geography Topic Overview
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Geography knowledge builder across the school
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Long Term Plan - NC coverage and how it is taught as objectives in LMTW
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Long term plan – Progression of skills
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YEAR ONE

YEAR TWO

INVESTIGATION

Gel Explore and discover the interesting features of the local
environment
Ge2 Explore and discover where different foods come from

Ge10 Ask and respond to geagraphical questions about people, places and
environments
Gel1 Investigate, measure and record changes in the weather

(OBSERVATION

Ge3 Recognise and observe main human and physical features
Ge4 Recognise different types of weather and climate

Ge12 Recognise, observe, describe and record physical and humen features
Ge13 Identify links between their locality and other places in the UK and beyond
Ge14 Discuss how weather affects our lives

Ge15 Locate key features on globes, maps and plans

APPLICATION

Ge5 Express their own views about features of the environment
Get Communicate in different ways using simple geographical
information and vocabulary

Ge7 Use simple field work skills

GeB Use globes, maps and plans

Ge9 Make simple plans

Ge16 Make simple comparisons between features of different places and say
how these features influence life there

Ge17 Use simple compass directions

Ge18 Communicate in different ways using appropriate geographical vocabulary
e.g. locational and directional language

Ge19 Use field work and obsenvational skils to carry out simple tasks

Ge20 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to identify landmarks and
features

Ge21 Make simple maps and plans
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YEAR THREE

YEAR FOUR

INVESTIGATION

Ge22 Ask and respond to questions to develop a sense of place
Ge23 Collect and record evidence and begin to offer explanations
Ge24 Investigate key aspects of human and physical geography
Ge25 Explore places with different climate zones

Ge33 Ask and respond to geographical questions and offer their own ideas
Ge34 Explore places with different climate zones and compare and describe
how climate affects living things

(OBSERVATION

Ge26 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and
the wider world

Ge27 Identify similarities and differences between places and
environments and understand how they are linked

Ge28 Identify how the ways in which people live sometimes have
consequences for the environment

Ge35 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the.
wider world

Ge36 Observe and appreciate the relationship between the physical, built and
economic and social environments

Ge37 Identify how different ways in which people live around the world
sometimes have consequences for the environment and the lives of others from
local to global scales

APPLICATION

Ge29 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate their
findings

Ge30 Collect and analyse a range of data from simple fieldwork
experiences

Ge31 Use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales and draw
simple maps and plans

Ge32 Use ICT to help in geographical investigations

Ge38 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary in communicating findings
Ge39 Employ a wider range of field work techniques and instruments to collect
and analyse a range of data

Ged0 Describe, compare and offer reasons for their views

Ged1 Interpret information from different types of atlases, globes, maps and
plans at a range of scales

Ge42 Use secondary sources of information and ICT as part of investigations
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YEAR FIVE

YEAR SIX

INVESTIGATION

Ge43 Ask suitable geographical questions leading to investigation
Ged4 Investigate ways in which environments can be improved
GedsS Investigate using an increasing range of primary and secondary
sources of information

Ge53 Ask questions, explore, describe and explain geographical patterns,
similarites, differences and physical and human processes

GeS4 Collect and record evidence independently

GeS5 Investigate ways in which environments can be managed sustainably and
why this is important now and in the future

OBSERVATION

Gedé Analyse evidence and draw conclusions
Ge47 Identify a range of geographical processes that cause change in
the physical and human world in different places

GeS6 Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves,
hold about topical geographical issues

GeS7 Observe and explain how human patters are influenced by both human
and physical features

APPLICATION

Ge48 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate in a
variety of ways

Ged9 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a
range of scales

GeS0 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales

GeS1 Use the eight points of the compass

GeS2 Use appropriate field work techniques and instruments to observe,
measure and record human and physical features in the local area

Ge58 Use and select primary and secondary sources of informaticn and
evidence, suggest conclusions and present findings in a variety of ways
GeS9 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of
scales, including four and six-figure grid references

Geé0 Draw plans and maps at 2 variety of scales

Geb1 Use and select appropriate ICT to help in geographical investigations
Geb2 Use symbols and keys when sketching maps, plans and graphs





Examples of Knowledge Building  -  Pathfinders
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Examples of Knowledge Building  -  Adventurers
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Fieldwork Progression of Skills 
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Mapwork Progression of Skills 
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Impact
How do we assess and monitor Geography
Using a simple decimal grading system for our assessment allows staff to record even the smallest steps of progress by our pupils. The first digit in the given number represents the year group that a child is working at and the second it the level at how they are achieving within that given grouping. Teachers can quickly identify where a given student is and how this related to their peerage in each class.
As many of our pupils have short term memory difficulties, they find retaining knowledge especially difficult, so we use Kahoot quizzes throughout the units to support them remember ‘Sticky Knowledge’. These quizzes make learning fun, engaging and impactful. Teachers can use the readymade quizzes created by Dimensions for each unit or they can create their own to introduce the topic, review and reinforce knowledge and use the information gained to help them identify the level students are attaining.

Each child’s average attainment grade is collected twice a year for SLT, subject leaders and teachers to gain valuable knowledge on how the child, class and school are working in each subject. 

SLT, teachers and subject leaders use assessment for learning to inform planning, teaching and learning and CPD opportunities.

SLT and subject leaders are continuously monitoring their subject to ensure it meets the needs of our pupils. They monitor using a variety of activities, including:

· Learning walks

· Book scrutiny

· Lesson observations

· Pupil survey and discussions

· Staff survey and discussions
We are excited to teach our Learning Means the World curriculum and know it will positively impact on our pupils’ academic and whole well-being.
