Parent Governor visit to Sharks Class 
Art Lesson Observation – Dimensions Curriculum
Mr Campbell covering PPA
20/04/26
Structure of the session
· Aspects of design
· Jack Kirby Introduction - Video
· Styles
· Creative experimentation 
When I arrived at the Sharks classroom the children were settling after returning from lunch. Following the register the Zones of Regulations were completed. Having completed this task, Mr Campbell introduced the lesson. 
On the Interactive Whiteboard an image was displayed of the Marvel characters, this instantly drew the attention of the children, all of whom were able to identify characters. Mr Campbell used this interest as a hook to expand and encourage the children’s observational skills. He focused the children’s attention on the aspects of the artistic design and asked the children to share what they could see. Their observations were then linked to the Artist Jack Kirby and his unique style of artwork. 
Mr Campbell then put on a video about Jack Kirby that explored further his style of artwork, how this changed over the years and his impact and influence on the comic book, film and art industry. Following the video Mr Campbell encouraged questions and discussions about what they had noticed when watching the video and studying Jack Kirby’s art. The children remained fully engaged throughout and enjoyed sharing what they had observed. The lesson was then moved on to the next task.
Mr Campbell asked the children to work together to move their tables together to create large workspace. The black and white outlined images of the Marvel characters were placed on the tables along with professional art equipment and materials, which caused much excitement and enthusiasm. After showing the children how to think about scale when drawing and how to use the equipment to produce different effects, each child chose a character and was given an A3 sheet of professional artist paper. The task was to sketch free hand their favourite character while considering Jack Kirby’s style with the added challenge of considering placement and scale. Once they were happy with their sketch, they could use the professional brushes and watercolours to provide the bold colours to their artwork. The children then took their work to the heaters to dry them before using the professional outlining pens to create the bold outlines that are synonymous with Jack Kirby’s artwork. 
Allowing the children to use professional equipment clearly gave them a sense of pride in their work. Children who felt less confident in their artistic ability were given support and encouragement by staff and by the end of the lesson every child had clearly gained a sense of achievement. Listening to the children talking to each other about their artwork and their techniques was a clear demonstration of the new skills and knowledge that had been achieved. 
The staff members in the room were able to promptly recognise the distinctive needs of the children they were assisting. The staff's capacity to adapt their interactions to the child's requirements and reactions brought a smile to my face. It was evident that the lesson was planned and delivered with a compassionate and optimistic attitude.

Thank you once again for a lovely morning Sharks.
Michelle Blakemoore-Irving 
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