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Geography Policy
Summer 2026
“To raise the aspirations of every child and give them confidence to fulfil their potential through positive experiences”
Orrets Meadow Curriculum Aims and Values
Aims
To ensure all our children are at the centre of a broad, varied and interesting learning experience that is enjoyable and relevant for the future. Our creative, multisensory curriculum will create a sense of awe and wonder and help to inspire a lifelong love of learning. The holistic nature of our practice will promote positive mental health and well-being and will enhance our children’s life skills, social skills and cultural awareness.
This subject is delivered through a trauma-informed approach. We prioritise safe relationships, understand behaviour as communication, and support pupils to regulate, engage, and achieve within a consistent and inclusive environment.

Values
Our curriculum will promote a range of values including:
· Respect              
· Empathy
· Responsibility
· Equality
· Independence
· Happiness
· Resilience
· Gratitude
· Honesty
· Friendship
National Curriculum - Geography
Purpose of study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

Orrets Meadow’s Curriculum

We teach a Global Curriculum called 'Learning means the World' (LMTW) for all our afternoon subjects. This curriculum is innovative, forward-thinking and highly relevant to our pupils' needs and thoroughly engages them as they tackle challenging and inspiring topics and issues. 
LMTW curriculum has been written with world issues in mind and is centred on 4Cs:-
· Communication
· Conflict
· Conservation
· Culture
Why we chose 'Learning Means The World' 
We selected this curriculum because it directly supports the specific needs and backgrounds of our pupils: 
· Diversity and Culture: As a school that is majority white British, we want our pupils to fully embrace cultural diversity by learning about, experiencing, and celebrating a range of different cultural and faith heritages. 
· Communication: Communication is key to accessing learning and securing pupils' future success. As many of our pupils have Speech, Language, and Communication Needs (SLCN), it is essential to provide opportunities to develop language for learning across the curriculum. This curriculum focuses on communication, enabling pupils to express themselves through discussion, debate, and collaboration. 
· Conservation and Sustainability: We believe our pupils need a greater awareness and appreciation of local, national, and global conservation issues. They need to learn that they have an important role to play in sustainability and protecting the environment. 
· Holistic Development: This curriculum gives pupils opportunities to grow spiritually, emotionally, physically, and socially within the natural world. It supports our commitment to nurturing positive attitudes, values, and essential life skills. 
The curriculum is theme-based, and our current cohort is broken down and focuses on the following phases: 
· Explorers (Steps level) 
· Pathfinders (KS1 level) 
· Adventurers (Lower KS2 level)
Enrichment and Fieldwork
To enrich our pupils' learning and build their real-world experience, we hold an annual Geography Skills Day and biennial sponsored walks. These activities are designed to take learning outside the classroom, focusing specifically on fieldwork and mapwork skills. By practicing these skills in a real setting, pupils gain a better understanding of their local area and the wider world. To ensure that children are building on what they have already learned, activities are pitched at the appropriate level for each age group. Children complete activities tailored to their individual needs, ranging from Steps through to Year 6, as outlined in our Geography Progression of Skills documents.

SMSC

An important aspect of our curriculum at Orrets Meadow is the incorporation of all things SMSC. All staff in all subjects take any and every opportunity to humanise and contextualise aspects and issues of social, moral and other intrinsic events or concepts, be they past, present or potentially pending. We see the promotion of discussion and debate as a healthy part of life in school.
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Access to the Curriculum
Pupils at Orrets Meadow have a wide range of special needs, including ASD, SpLD, ADHD and Semh. The majority of pupils are working at least two years behind their chronological age, some three or four years. The curriculum is therefore adapted to meet the stage the child is working at. Skills and knowledge are taught using strategies which help them learn effectively. Multi-sensory, over learning techniques are used to support pupils with their short- and long-term memory difficulties.  Enrichment activities are used to bring the topics to life and make the learning more memorable. It is intended that groups access more trips in order to fulfil the school’s ‘Cultural Capital’ pledge.
Progression

How do we plan for progression in Geography?

The Skills Ladder acts as an incremental model for skills acquisition and provides a benchmark for each year group, with teachers using the skills statements as a model for progression throughout the school. Growing in complexity and demand across Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils’ learning when linked to the Skills Ladder should enable them to make good progress in their learning. 
When is Geography taught?
Geography is taught through thematic units. The attached overview (Appendix 1) maps out which thematic units feature this subject and the Long-Term Plan (Appendix 2) clearly shows the objectives taught. Geography is also taught through a whole school annual Geography Skills Day and biennial sponsored walks. 
How is Geography taught?

Geography is taught through a combination of subject knowledge, geographical skills, enquiry and fieldwork. Learning takes place both inside and outside the classroom. Sticky knowledge and skills are further cemented by use of quizzes and Kahoot ‘challenges’ which make reinforcement much greater fun and avoids the notion that the student is being ‘assessed’ in any manner.
Where do we learn about in Geography?
	Locations

	Europe 
	Scotland
	Greece
	Rome
	Italy
	France
	Germany
	Switzerland

	Asia 
	China
	Russia
	India
	Egypt 
	
	
	

	Africa
	Madagascar
	South Africa
	Bennin
	
	
	
	

	Local 
	West Kirby 
	Hoylake
	Birkenhead
	Port Sunlight
	Bidston
	Parkgate
	Moreton

	South America
	Brazil
	Peru 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Arctic circle
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What do we learn about in Geography?

	Landscapes
	Human and physical features
	Landmarks
	Physical systems and processes
	Environments

	Settlements
	Biomes
	Climate
	Land use
	Sustainability 


Geography Topic Overview
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Geography knowledge builder across the school
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Long Term Plan - NC coverage and how it is taught as objectives in LMTW
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Long term plan – Progression of skills

	Step
	Objective

	
	Geographical Skills
	Mapwork 

	Step 3
	· Explores items in environment. 

· Moves around different spaces, both indoors and outdoors. 
	· Explore and experience their immediate surroundings using their senses, developing a basic awareness of space.

	Step 4
	· Explores items in environment using item names. 

· Moves around spaces, both indoors and outdoors in different ways. 
	· Follow directions related to movement (e.g., “stand behind the chair”).

· Point out things they recognise, such as the playground.

	Step 5


	· Begins to explore man-made and natural objects. 

· Makes towers with simple materials. 

· Names basic plants and animals. 
	· Explores immediate environment commenting on some of its features. 

· Follow some basic instructions such as “go forward”. 

· Begins to use some prepositional language.

	Step 6


	· Sort man-made and natural objects. 

· Makes tower and structures using different materials. 

· Draws some natural and man-made objects they see on walks. 

· Observes and names animals or plants they see.


	· Begins to talk about their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

· Explores globes and simple maps of the world with interest. 

· Follow basic instructions such as “go forward 3 steps” 

· Uses words like "above" and "below" to describe places in relation to one another.

	Step 7


	Children at the expected level of development will: - 

· Sort man-made and natural objects describing their properties.

· Uses blocks and natural materials to create natural and man-made structures. 

· Keep simple observation journals where they draw and note things they see on walks, differentiating between natural and human-made objects.

· Uses picture books set in different places (farm, city, forest) to expand their geographical vocabulary.

· Uses storytelling, music, food, and traditions from different cultures to learn about life in other parts of the world.

· Observes and names animals or plants they see, using books to support their identification.

· Begins to understand the concept of rivers, seas, and lakes.
	Children at the expected level of development will: - 

· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

· Create simple maps of familiar spaces like the classroom, home, or local park.

· Visit local landmarks (e.g., the post office, library, or fire station) to help children understand the function and importance of these places in their community.

· Explores globes and simple maps of the world recognising that this is where they live 

· Uses words like "near", "far", "above", "below", "next to", and "between" to describe places in relation to one another.
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YEAR TWO

INVESTIGATION

Gel Explore and discover the interesting features of the local
environment
Ge2 Explore and discover where different foods come from

Ge10 Ask and respond to geagraphical questions about people, places and
environments
Gel1 Investigate, measure and record changes in the weather

(OBSERVATION

Ge3 Recognise and observe main human and physical features
Ge4 Recognise different types of weather and climate

Ge12 Recognise, observe, describe and record physical and humen features
Ge13 Identify links between their locality and other places in the UK and beyond
Ge14 Discuss how weather affects our lives

Ge15 Locate key features on globes, maps and plans

APPLICATION

Ge5 Express their own views about features of the environment
Get Communicate in different ways using simple geographical
information and vocabulary

Ge7 Use simple field work skills

GeB Use globes, maps and plans

Ge9 Make simple plans

Ge16 Make simple comparisons between features of different places and say
how these features influence life there

Ge17 Use simple compass directions

Ge18 Communicate in different ways using appropriate geographical vocabulary
e.g. locational and directional language

Ge19 Use field work and obsenvational skils to carry out simple tasks

Ge20 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to identify landmarks and
features

Ge21 Make simple maps and plans
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YEAR THREE

YEAR FOUR

INVESTIGATION

Ge22 Ask and respond to questions to develop a sense of place
Ge23 Collect and record evidence and begin to offer explanations
Ge24 Investigate key aspects of human and physical geography
Ge25 Explore places with different climate zones

Ge33 Ask and respond to geographical questions and offer their own ideas
Ge34 Explore places with different climate zones and compare and describe
how climate affects living things

(OBSERVATION

Ge26 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and
the wider world

Ge27 Identify similarities and differences between places and
environments and understand how they are linked

Ge28 Identify how the ways in which people live sometimes have
consequences for the environment

Ge35 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the.
wider world

Ge36 Observe and appreciate the relationship between the physical, built and
economic and social environments

Ge37 Identify how different ways in which people live around the world
sometimes have consequences for the environment and the lives of others from
local to global scales

APPLICATION

Ge29 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate their
findings

Ge30 Collect and analyse a range of data from simple fieldwork
experiences

Ge31 Use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales and draw
simple maps and plans

Ge32 Use ICT to help in geographical investigations

Ge38 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary in communicating findings
Ge39 Employ a wider range of field work techniques and instruments to collect
and analyse a range of data

Ged0 Describe, compare and offer reasons for their views

Ged1 Interpret information from different types of atlases, globes, maps and
plans at a range of scales

Ge42 Use secondary sources of information and ICT as part of investigations
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YEAR FIVE

YEAR SIX

INVESTIGATION

Ge43 Ask suitable geographical questions leading to investigation
Ged4 Investigate ways in which environments can be improved
GedsS Investigate using an increasing range of primary and secondary
sources of information

Ge53 Ask questions, explore, describe and explain geographical patterns,
similarites, differences and physical and human processes

GeS4 Collect and record evidence independently

GeS5 Investigate ways in which environments can be managed sustainably and
why this is important now and in the future

OBSERVATION

Gedé Analyse evidence and draw conclusions
Ge47 Identify a range of geographical processes that cause change in
the physical and human world in different places

GeS6 Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves,
hold about topical geographical issues

GeS7 Observe and explain how human patters are influenced by both human
and physical features

APPLICATION

Ge48 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate in a
variety of ways

Ged9 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a
range of scales

GeS0 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales

GeS1 Use the eight points of the compass

GeS2 Use appropriate field work techniques and instruments to observe,
measure and record human and physical features in the local area

Ge58 Use and select primary and secondary sources of informaticn and
evidence, suggest conclusions and present findings in a variety of ways
GeS9 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of
scales, including four and six-figure grid references

Geé0 Draw plans and maps at 2 variety of scales

Geb1 Use and select appropriate ICT to help in geographical investigations
Geb2 Use symbols and keys when sketching maps, plans and graphs





Examples of Knowledge Building  -  Pathfinders
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Examples of Knowledge Building  -  Adventurers

[image: image14.png]Geography Knowledge Building

ﬂphmographs and film | || Describe some of the
|| footage is useful | |l human geographical
evidence when ||l features of the
g the stor countries studied

{

features of the

countries studied

the terms.
"urbanisation’ and
“conservation’ in

relation to

and compare them

!‘ Know that the very
||| diferent climatoz n
|| the three focus
countries affects.

ife

| {know the reasons for|

||| differences between |

some of the

| the features of the |
countries studied and |
your own locality |

i
t& psul;:r:m v::eJ &,nd mmpamhelj L

—

r
Know that maps and | ﬂ' Know some of the
photographs can be | | human geographical
used to find evidence | || features in the focus |

| of urbanisation and | locations e.g.

| other changesto | | Christ the Redeemer

It

{l

locations e.g. Loch | water:y:le

Ness (Scotland)

| Know that the

It 3 5

|l geographical location |
of each of the
countries studied

Know some of the

differences between |
| the features of the
countries studied and |

landscapes —J L’ (Br: ;\

relation to Brazil
J \L«

( Know that both | (r Know and describe,
| primary and some human
|| secondary sources || geographical
|| of evidence show ||| features in the

‘kprmu and change|

E

and describe | B

some physical
geographical

understand key
| 11 vocabulary related
to geographical

| between location

’L' and environment





[image: image15.png]® 0 ® Geography Knowledge Building @ ® ®

= ~( -
[P 2 ( 2 (Koow e Spartas || icentity how some of
) L tainous location fcal
( Epamron | | Ko e o anc | rterstand wave o 02y undorang | moursinous ot e
MR e, | Sl | B | el sl et
show some of the of the human geography of hGreec S peanttcouldbe s o
changes in Greece ||| raphical features influenced how S o, e v L e
since the fallaf the 1| | 2 ons-and Sparta people lived ) ) L <
Ancient Greek Empire! LL ,JL L ) \
- 3 B ( hens' || Know some of the
{ r ) e ﬁl = differences between
Know that there are et [t e F
archacological remains| || - Know some of ihe Ifz?:;\sgce";graphica\ 0o ond undertond | oot él::ei?:::;:w
the changes since the || features of Ather i theern ety L
fall of the Ancient and Sparta L L L J
—— =0 = ( Understand how )
£ ) and) finow, compare and (* Know and (e by o
[esngrmrifesna . understand the ||\, o and features|
Know that both describe some describe some Andas ey et e loce v o
primary and human Phyﬂ::ll . ecabulars ml—a'el d terrlationsip :r i
sondary et | | = o R geographical e between ocaton i,
of evidence show features in the features in the S L 3 LS it
process and change|{l " \yiderworld J(_widerworld (| % )
- tions e
hical kacatlc) Similarities and
d Human Physical Geographical SR milaities of
s h: Geography Vocabulary Ervironroote
Changes Geography ) - .
— —/ ) ) — S

Athens v Sparta





[image: image16.png]® @ ® Geography Knowledge Building ®® ®

—
Know how changes in’
the landscape and.
human involvement
can be tracked to

show the

Describe some of the
human geographical
features of the African|
countries studied and
compare them

f Describeand
compare some of
the physical
geographical features
of the African
countries studied

[ s
the term ‘topography’
and use it in reference|
to the landscape.
of the African
countries studied

=
Understand how the
location of Africa
in relation to the
equator dictates its
climate and landscape:

( Understand (he_]

reasons for the
differences between
some of the countries
in Africa

jentifying changes
the landscape
of Africa

Know some of the
human geographical
features of the African|
countries studied

==

Know some of the

physical geographi
features of the Af

Know and understand
the term
‘desertification’ and
use it in the context

of Af

=

Know the location of
Africa in relation
to the equator

54 countries in Africa
and identify some of
the differences
between them
e.g. cimate

-4

primary and

secondary sources.
of evidence show
process and
change

Processes and
Changes

Know and describe
some human

Geography

=
Know and describe
some physical
geographical
features in the
wider world

b

understand key
vocabulary related
to geographical
processes

Know and
understand the
interrelationship
between location
and environment

( Understand how
and why some
places and features
are similar or
different,
giving reasons

Physical
Geography

[

Geographical
Vocabulary

Locations
and
Environments

]

Similarities and
Differences

Come Fly With Me! Africa





Fieldwork Progression of Skills 
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shops and buildings). | nature spots, rivers, | survey ofthe school or | survey of the schoolor | etc.), and comparisons | buildings into
shops and buildings), | local area (eg. local area (e.g. with old maps and residential,
Suggesting reasons for | weather, traffic). buildings) Begin to photographs. commercial, industry,
the causes of explore how the local leisure, public buildings
similarities and area has changed over etc), and comparisons
differences. time. ‘with old maps and
photographs.
Dimensions | Explorers A& B Pathfinders A Pathfinders B Adventurers B Adventurers A Navigator A&B
links ‘What on Earth? Going Wild Lands Ahoy! ‘Under the canopy Picture Our Planet Global Warning
Photographsor | - Study a habitat eg. |- Compass (Find - Forestuisit(Human | - Weather survey - Weather study
naturaland man photographs of the northand draw and physical tallychart and - Pollution study
made pondarea. ‘what you see) features annotated graphs - Present datain graphs and charts, including the
overthe. sketching) use of technology.
Phogrophsond | Unity inthe community | Light U the World
simpledrawingof | - Photos, sketchesof Measure human
theweather local area. Walk and physical
around area to features by
identify shops and sketchingand/or
nature spots on tall charts
maps.
Wanders of Wiral Wonders of Wiral “Wonders of Wiral Wonders of Wiral Wonders of Wiral Wenders of Wiral
sketchesoflocal | - Sketchesof ocalarea ‘Compass (Find north ‘Compass (Find north, Compass (Findfour | - Photographs, detaled mapsketching, aerialview
area - Makea simple map and draw what you ook South and draw pointsona compass sketching, comparison to old maps, how t has
see) what you see) and record through changed over time.
Sketches oflocal area Take digal annotated sketches) | - Use the ight points of a compass, four and sixfigure:
including lkes and photographs. Building survey,tlly, grid references, symbols and key (including the use of
dlies Orawamapwitha graphs, photogaphs. Ordnance Survey maps)
Draw own maps basic symbols key Photographs and
Conductan sketches, toshow how
investigation e ithas changed over
umber of cars time.

Presentdata





Mapwork Progression of Skills 

[image: image21.png]Steps Year 1 Year2 Year3 Yeara. Year5. Year 6
UK Maps Please see Geography | Locate the Wirraland | Locate the four Use aerial imagesand | Use aerial images and | Use the eight pointsof | Use the eight pointsof

steps document Londononamapofthe | countries of the UK, | age appropriate graphs | age appropriategraphs | a compass, sixfigure | 2 compass, six figure
UK. beginning to name toacquire and discuss | to acquire and discuss | grid references, maps, | grid references, maps,
Begin tolocate the four | some capital cities. geographical geographical Google Maps/Earth, | Google Maps/Earth,
countries that make up | Use simple information about the | information about the | symbols and keys (inc | symbols and keys (inc
the UK. locational/directional | local area. local area. the use of OS maps)to | the use of OS maps) to
Use simple locational/ | language and the four locate/describe locate/describe
directional language | main compass Use a four point Use a four point geographical features | geographical features
(e:g-near, far, up, directions (North, compasstolocateand | compass tolocateand | studied including of a region of the UK
down, movingtowards | South, Eastand West) | describe basichuman | describe humanand | coastiines. ‘when comparing with
North, South, East and | to describe thelocation | and geographical geographical features regions of North and
West) todescribethe | of features onalocal | features suchasroads | including rivers, towns South America.
location of features on | map. and parks. and cities.
alocal map and to
move around school.

‘World Maps Begin tolocate the Tocate the locations of | Use maps, atlases, Use maps, atlases, Use physical maps, Use physical maps,
locations of continents | continents and oceans | globes, Google Maps | globes, Google Maps | atlases, globes, Google | atlases, globes, Google
and oceans ona globe | andsome countrieson | and Google Earthto | and Google Earthto | Mapsand Google Earth | Maps and Google Earth
and world map/atlas. |  globe and world locate mountains, locate and describe | to locate and describe | tolocate and describe:

map/atlas. rainforests, mountain | European countriesand | studied human and studied human and
ranges, volcanoes and | their human/physical | physical features, physical features,
different settlements of | features, climate zones | including rivers and including countries,
the world. of Europe and the their corresponding | land use, settlements,
‘wider world. countries and cities. | mountains etc.
Dimensions | Explorers A&B Pathfinders A Pathfinders B ‘Adventurers B ‘Adventurers A| Navigator A&B
links What on Earth? ‘Going Wild Lands Ahoy! ‘Under the canopy Picture Our Planet Global Warning,
- Ewlorngmaps | locatecontinents | - Compasses - Aerial spotting - Weather survey - Weather study
Jgsaws and - Beebotsdirections (identify local tally chart and - Pollution study
= Come Fly with Mel onamap features) graphs _ Present datain graphs and charts, including the
e - locatecontinents | - Locatecontinents | - Weather graphing | - Aerial analysis use of technology
No place like home and oceans and oceans (localvs. rainforest) (local land use)
- Recognising - Canopy mapy - Feature
pictures of their | Unity in the community | Light Up the World (local tree cover) graphing
home - localareamapsand | - Locate continents | - Green-space tally (human vs.
- Painting houses naming parts of the ‘andsome countries (school grounds physical)
- posnglenes It on globes/world survey) o ma
maps comparison

(photo vs. map)





Impact

How do we assess and monitor Geography
Using a simple decimal grading system for our assessment allows staff to record even the smallest steps of progress by our pupils. The first digit in the given number represents the year group that a child is working at and the second it the level at how they are achieving within that given grouping. Teachers can quickly identify where a given student is and how this related to their peerage in each class.
As many of our pupils have short term memory difficulties, they find retaining knowledge especially difficult, so we use Kahoot quizzes throughout the pathfinder – adventurers’ units to support them remember ‘Sticky Knowledge’. These quizzes make learning fun, engaging and impactful. Teachers can use the readymade quizzes created by Dimensions for each unit or they can create their own to introduce the topic, review and reinforce knowledge and use the information gained to help them identify the level students are attaining.

Each child’s average attainment grade is collected twice a year for SLT, subject leaders and teachers to gain valuable knowledge on how the child, class and school are working in each subject. 

SLT, teachers and subject leaders use assessment for learning to inform planning, teaching and learning and CPD opportunities.

SLT and subject leaders are continuously monitoring their subject to ensure it meets the needs of our pupils. They monitor using a variety of activities, including:

· Learning walks

· Book scrutiny

· Lesson observations

· Pupil survey and discussions

· Staff survey and discussions
We are excited to teach our Learning Means the World curriculum and know it will positively impact on our pupils’ academic and whole well-being.
Why is Geography important?


Geography helps us to make sense of the world around us, better understand the places we live in, learn about and visit, why they matter and how they are connected to a globalised world. 


Through geography, we encounter different societies and cultures and learn to appreciate the incredible diversity of landscapes and peoples.








