Class Visit to Lemur Class 11/11/25
I observed a phonics lesson today.  The class was divided into three groups working at different levels. 
The first group of five children worked with Mrs Walsh. They were looking at words beginning with K and C and which to use depending on the vowel following the first letter.  I must admit I learned something new today because I didn’t know the rule!  Mrs Walsh told the children to imagine a cat’s face with eyes that are ‘O’s a nose that is an ‘A’ and a mouth that is a ‘U’ and this way they could remember that the ‘C’ sound before O, A and U is the letter C. For the ‘C’ sound before I and E it is the letter K.  The children practised different words while sitting on the carpet and wrote the words on their individual white boards or used the magnetic letters to arrange the words on the wall.
After this task was completed, the children sat at a table and carried out a task using their workbooks. There was one sheet where they had to identify words beginning with K and another where they had to identify words beginning with C.
The second group of two children were working on the FLOSS rule which again was a new concept for me. This is where a word is one syllable with a short vowel and ends in F, L, S or Z then the last letter is doubled.  To begin with the children were writing whole sentences out in their workbooks using pencils.  They then did some laptop work reinforcing this and finished by watching a game on the screen where they had to decide if a word followed the FLOSS word or not.
The third group of three children started using wooden letters to spell out words and reviewed various concepts like the suffix “ing” and the diagraphs “ir” and “ow”.  They then moved on to revisiting the “aw” sound and the many different spellings of the same sound like; fork, caught, pour, walk, saw, sore, more, august.  They finished the lesson completing worksheets in their workbooks exploring the “aw” sound and how to spell it in different words and what those individual words mean. 
If there was any sign of distraction Mrs Walsh would say things like “looking” or “and stop 1,2,3 eyes on me”.  The lessons were very interactive, and all children had the opportunity to speak up and participate.  Mrs Walsh also used a funny tune to get everyone to the carpet “macaroni cheese, everybody freeze, come to the carpet please” which the children joined in with.   Another tune the children enjoyed singing was the Alphabet Rap to close the session.  
It was an enjoyable observation, and the children were happy to talk to me. It was a very calm classroom, and the children were focused and engaged throughout and seemed confident in their interactions with the teachers and their peers. 

 

