Orrets Meadow School
Governor Class Visit Bears – Tuesday 3rd February 2026
Focus – Science

It is always a pleasure to visit school and see my adoptive class.  
I know from our governor meetings that school curriculum has targeted weeks to cover subjects like science.  The children do their literacy and numeracy subjects in the morning and during each afternoon specific weeks they cover e.g. science. 
I would like to thank all the staff and children for letting me join them and see how exciting the lessons are for them and see first hand how the planning is implemented.
Mrs Billington gave me the science planning for the week and on Tuesday afternoon was a follow up to the whole group discussion about the class visit to Tam O’Shanter farm on the Monday.   I joined the class after lunch and it began with registration, each child was asked how they were feeling and so it set the positive tone for the lesson.  This is something I have witnessed on a number of visits, morning and afternoon. 
The whole class discussion about their trip on Monday and the animals they saw was enjoyable and all the children joined in.  Mrs Billington made sure that everyone had the chance to join in and feel included.  Children who were unsure were encouraged to participate and share their feelings and observations.  Using the smartboard the discussions centred on the animals, what they needed to keep them well and healthy as well as the type of shelter they had.  The whole group discussion gave the children lots of listening and speaking opportunities and the trip appeared was very enjoyable and all the children remembered the animals including a very sweet Alpaca called Liquorice.  The teacher shared the photographs that had been taken on the day and asked about the type of animal, if they had fur or feathers and what they would each animal need to keep them well and healthy.    She spoke about enclosures and shelters and asked if the children understood why they were needed.  
The children then were then put into different groups with two pictures each and discussions around what the animals on their table would need to make sure their needs were met.  Each group was small but had an adult to stimulate the conversation and help the children express their ideas and their thoughts. 
The groups then went to the front of the class to share their ideas and thoughts with everyone else. The activities are planned to ensure that children had short bursts of concentration and the adults ensured that children had the right amount of learning and it was balanced with down/playtime. 
The outside play area directly accessed from the class room gave the children a seamless opportunity to change focus for a while.  I appreciate that some children do find it hard if there is a different person in the class and today there was myself plus Mrs Williams so by leaving at bit earlier I was hoping that the children would settle a bit more for the latter part of the afternoon. 
I spoke to Mrs Billington and she explained that activity two would be about pets in their own homes and how we look are care for them.  The role of a vet, what they do is also covered in the planning an activity around that was due to be taught latter on in the week.   I thanked the children for letting me join the class and said I would look forward to seeing them again.    The weeks planning shows different activities that supports the focus of animal care.  The difference between farm animals and house pets as well as famous scientists.  The planning is very easy to understand and helps me appreciate the learning objectives of that unit. 
The children have the chance to learn though different mediums and all of them were happy and engaged in their learning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I look forward to coming into school again and I am sure they went on to have another enjoyable lesson.  The staff are amazing with the children and are very intuitive to their needs. 
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