Giraffe Class Visit (Phonics) Nov 2025 - Calum Kinch

It was a delight to be able to visit the Giraffe class to experience their phonics session. Only 3 children had arrived when I entered the classroom, and all were settled and carrying out an activity while they waited for the rest of the class. The relaxing music playing quietly and a visual of a campfire playing on the board resulted in a very calm environment. As each child arrived, I observed all the staff greet them personally, and Mrs Swift checked in with each child individually. It was clear the children knew their routine as it didn’t take long before they had chosen an activity and settled down at their desk. The staff provided gentle prompts when needed for some children to compete their routine and provided praise and encouragement. When needed, social stories were used to support transitions from individual activities to starting the register. All children were asked why they had chosen the specific colour in the zones of regulation and were allowed time to explain their reasoning. It was lovely to hear one child say they were in the green zone as they felt “happy to be in school and excited to do reading”. It was fantastic to see the staff take it in turns to check-in with their own zone of regulation, which I felt was a fantastic way to model the behaviour for the children. 
I observed Mrs Swifts small group session for phonics, which started promptly after the class had split into groups. The children were learning the split diagraph (i-e), they used tweezers and pompoms to trace the letters on laminated sheets. The children loved this activity and where very eager to engage. Mrs Swift provided broader context to the children by mentioning the activity is good for their fine motor skills. As well as embedding life skills into the activity by discussing that it is ok to make mistakes, and that we can learn from them. The children were given a 2-minute countdown to the end of this activity, which they all acknowledged and supported with tidying it up when the time came. The next activity involved the use of magnetic panels that allowed the children to write words on them and practice the phonics verbally, while covering each letter. Again, the children really seemed to enjoy this and had fun taking it in turns to read their word aloud. Mrs Swift’s use of comedy, encouragement and praise really seemed to elevate the children. The level of difficulty in the activity was slowly raised and tailored to each child’s ability; it also facilitated the children to reflect and make links to previous phonics sessions. Mrs Swift used open questions and praise to build the children’s confidence during the whole activity, allowing them to push themselves in the complexity of their sentences and language use. 
I can’t paise enough the hard work of both the staff and the children during my visit. I am really looking forward to visiting Giraffes again next term and seeing how much they have all achieved. 
