Governor Classroom Visit to Class 2 and Maths Report. 

13/11/17


Very many congratulations to the staff and pupils of Orrets Meadow for their excellent  and well deserved "Outstanding" achievement in the recent Ofsted inspection.

The inspection team commented that our pupils make rapid gains in mathematics, however, there is a minor difference in the amount of progress made in English and mathematics. In particular, a small number of pupils find it difficult to apply their mathematical understanding to different situations. As a result their performance in summation assessments does not accurately reflect the excellent progress they have made in this subject. It is for this reason that "Maths Mastery" has been given priority in current plans to improve the school.

The focus of both my classroom visit and maths report was "Mastery." Mathematics has been mastered when a pupil can understand and apply a mathematical idea, concept or skill in a range of different ways in a variety of situations using different approaches and methods. It is achieved through exploration, practice and application. During my visit I was able to observe the pupils of Orrets Meadow demonstrating a whole range of ways in which they were encouraged to interact with maths and master it.

I began by visiting Class 2. Thank you to the children who were welcoming and polite and included me in their maths session. I observed the Class using cards to look at multiplication tables, they were working individually and in groups. Although they were obviously learning lots they were also having fun. I then had a tour of all of the other classrooms in the school and was given a small insight into some of the many different approaches the school adopts to inspire and engage the children in their mathematical journey. In one class the children were making their questions come alive by drawing the sum, making it with block representation, models, cutting out and sticking in and then calculating the answer in a more traditional written manner. In a third classroom the children were looking at different ways of repeating addition to break down a complicated sum into smaller more manageable parts, they were interacting with their teacher and each other via the white board. The fourth Class were exploring unit fractions with the help of individual white boards which enabled the pupils to give individual responses and enabled the teacher to gauge levels of understanding. The next class observed was using numicon and songs to explore double numbers. The sixth class was tackling their daily problem which involved tables and division and required the children to make a sum into a sentence, making a more practical application starting with simple questions and building up to more complex ones. The last class I visited were completing self assessment sheets which would inform the assertive mentoring assessment process. I saw a huge array of resources and methods being employed to help understanding and interaction with numbers.

Following the classroom visits I met with Mrs Billington, the school's lead for mathematics. As always Mrs Billington was very informative regarding the status and progress of maths at Orrets Meadow. We looked at the whole school progress for maths based on outcomes of a number of different assessment tools, these include the weekly green sheets given to pupils which are completed independently and are skills based and form the assertive mentoring process, end of term tests to check objectives are being achieved and Book Scrutiny.. Individual children are tracked following baselines set from September testing and are monitored to ensure they are progressing. Some children are shown to progress more than expected, others are on track and others require further intervention to achieve their target. For those children requiring intervention, the type of intervention is identified and actioned, it may include 1:1 support or more time. Progress for these children will be reviewed and in some cases if intervention is not achieving results it may be necessary to change targets.

Evaluation of outcomes for maths indicates that girls and non-free school meals children's progress in maths needs to be monitored. SATS analysis shows a need to continue to enhance and develop problem solving strategies and reasoning. Adopting a "mastery" style of teaching is to be the main focus this year but there is also an impressive list of workshops, training, collaborations and approaches planned for the academic year ahead.

Many thanks to Mrs Billington, the children of Class 2 and the rest of Orrets Meadow for a very enjoyable and informative morning

Caroline Innes
Parent Governor.
