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Orrets Meadow School
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History Policy
2026
“To raise the aspirations of every child and give them confidence to fulfil their potential through positive experiences”
Orrets Meadow Curriculum
National Curriculum – History

This subject is delivered through a trauma-informed approach. We prioritise safe relationships, understand behaviour as communication, and support pupils to regulate, engage, and achieve within a consistent and inclusive environment.
To ensure all our children are at the centre of a broad, varied and interesting learning experience that is enjoyable and relevant for the future. Our creative, multisensory curriculum will create a sense of awe and wonder and help to inspire a lifelong love of learning. The holistic nature of our practice will promote positive mental health and well-being and will enhance our children’s life skills, social skills and cultural awareness.
Our curriculum will promote a range of values including:
· Respect              
· Empathy
· Responsibility
· Equality
· Independence
· Happiness
· Resilience
· Gratitude
· Honesty
· Friendship
Purpose of study 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

( know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

( know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

( gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

( understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

( understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

( gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.
Orrets Meadow’s Curriculum

We teach a Global Curriculum called 'Learning means the World' (LMTW)for all our afternoon subjects. This curriculum is innovative, forward-thinking and highly relevant to our pupils' needs and thoroughly engages them as they tackle challenging and inspiring topics and issues. 
LMTW curriculum has been written with world issues in mind and is centred on 4Cs:-
· Communication
· Conflict
· Conservation
· Culture
Why did we choose 'Learning Means the World'?
As a school which is majority white British, we want our pupils to fully embrace cultural diversity, learning about, experiencing and celebrating a range of different cultural and faith heritages.
We believe that communication is key to accessing learning and securing pupils’ future success. As many of our pupils have Speech Language Communication Needs it is essential that opportunities are given to develop language for learning across the curriculum. With one of its 4 foci being on communication, this curriculum provides lots of opportunities for pupils to develop expressing themselves in discussion, debate and presentation, as well as enabling them to collaborate and exchange ideas.
We feel our pupils, as the future generation, need a greater awareness and appreciation of local, national and global conservation issues and initiatives. The need to learn that they have an important role to play in sustainability. This curriculum gives pupils opportunities to grow and develop spiritually, emotionally, physically and socially in the natural world around them. Our commitment to nurturing positive attitudes and values and developing life and social skills is promoted throughout the Learning Means The World (LMTW) curriculum.
It is theme based and broken down into the following phases:
· Explorers (Foundation level)
· Pathfinders (KS1 level)
· Adventurers (Lower KS2 level)                                        
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We have the freedom to teach the National Curriculum in line with our pupils' specific needs and believe that our whole curriculum meets the values and aims which our stakeholders requested at the start of the consultation. 
Why is History important?
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 "Our History curriculum is designed to be ambitious, sensory, and highly inclusive. We believe that history is not just the study of the past, but a tool for our students to decode the world around them. By exploring diverse narratives, our pupils develop a sense of 'then' and 'now,' fostering an understanding of change and continuity that supports their cognitive and social development." 

Through history, pupils develop a deeper cross-cultural awareness and understanding of their own and others’ heritage, through looking at evidence and asking and answering questions.

In history, we can analyse successes and failures, which, in turn, teaches us to learn from our mistakes.
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Chronology

Using the Knowledge Building pillar for Chronology, we have designed the curriculum to allow pupils to develop their learning within each phase, linked to the corresponding cognitive block.

· Pathfinders - Fit people and events into a chronological framework 

· Adventurers - Establish clear narratives within periods of history

Pathfinders

In this phase, there is a focus on people that lived and events that have taken place primarily over the last 200 years. This limited time span is much more manageable for younger children, allowing them to conceptualise more easily and providing a framework for pupils to begin understanding chronology over time beyond the simple sequencing of everyday events. The historical content itself often links to pupils’ everyday experiences (e.g. inventions such as the TV, lightbulb), making the learning more concrete and less abstract, in order to help them begin to make sense of their changing world.   

Adventurers

Pupils begin to look at more specific periods in history e.g. Benin, and develop narratives within those, such as the exile of Ogiso and the change of rule, leading to much greater prosperity under the Obas. 

Coverage

How do we know the National Curriculum is covered?

By using a rigorous matrix approach, the objectives of the National Curriculum are cross-referenced to the ‘Learning Means the World’ Curriculum and identified gaps are taught through NC specific history units.
Access to the Curriculum
Pupils at Orrets Meadow have a wide range of special needs, including ASD, SpLD, ADHD and Semh. The majority of pupils are working at least two years behind their chronological age, some three or four years. The curriculum is therefore adapted to meet the stage the child is working at. Skills and knowledge are taught using strategies which help them learn effectively. Multi-sensory, over learning techniques are used to support pupils with their short- and long-term memory difficulties.  Enrichment activities are used to bring the topics to life and make the learning more memorable. Quizzes and Kahoots are used to help cement skills and knowledge in a more fun manner, avoiding the sense that pupils are being assessed.
SMSC 
An important aspect of our curriculum at Orrets Meadow is the incorporation of all things SMSC. All staff in all subjects take any and every opportunity to humanise and contextualise aspects and issues of social, moral and other intrinsic events or concepts, be they past, present or potentially pending. We see the promotion of discussion and debate as a healthy part of life in school.

The Golden Thread
History at Orrets Meadow embeds the ‘Golden Thread’ of learning throughout the school. Our motto of ‘Never Give Up’ inspires students to find strength in the endurance of historical figures and the resilience of civilizations.

Progression
How do we plan for progression in history?

The Skills Ladder acts as an incremental model for skills acquisition and provides a benchmark for each year group, with teachers using the skills statements as a model for progression throughout the school. Growing in complexity and demand across Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils’ learning when linked to the Skills Ladder should enable them to make good progress in their learning. 

The Knowledge Building Pillars form a robust model of progression for knowledge and understanding, helping pupils to assimilate, synthesise and apply their learning within different historical contexts. This also means that concepts are cumulatively built upon. For example, Continuity and Change would show children learning about how and why the school building has changed over time in Pathfinders, understanding and explaining how cities kept people safe in the past in Adventurers to understanding the meaning of discrimination and giving examples from history in Navigators.
In every topic theme, we now present pupils with a Kahoot as a fun, yet substantive way of demonstrating their own, personal progression in History.

Scale

Local History

There are opportunities for pupils to learn about local history at different levels, specifically in Pathfinders ‘Unity in the Community’ and Navigators ‘You’re Not Invited’, where the learning builds across the phases. The ‘Making it Personal’ section in many of the history thematic units also focuses on local history links as a starting point.

National History

National history is again linked to the ‘Making it Personal’ section in many of the history thematic units. Depending on your location, there may be links through specific themes, such as ‘You’re Not Invited’ and ‘Wars of the World’. However, as this is a global curriculum, we suggest personalising to include your own aspect(s) of national history.

International History

As an internationally minded curriculum, ‘Learning Means the World’ provides many opportunities to study ancient civilisations on a worldwide scale, such a Benin, Mayans and Ancient Greece.

Schools in England

It is advised that, due to the international nature of this curriculum, you ensure the National Curriculum British History elements are taught, whether through history weeks or mini themes. These include a focus on changes to family life in Pathfinders, and Stone Age to Celts, Romans (very light touch in Adventurers as they are focused on in ‘You’re Not Invited’), Saxons, Vikings, Normans and 1066 in Adventurers. Other aspects to be taught to in Navigators to ensure coverage include the NC themes ‘Location, Location, Location’ and ‘Walk like an Egyptian’. 

When is History taught?
History is taught through thematic units. The history topic overview below maps out which thematic units feature this subject and the Long-Term Plan below clearly shows the National Curriculum objectives taught and how they are taught in the Learning Means the World curriculum. 
How is History taught?

History is taught through a combination of subject knowledge, historical skills, enquiry and fieldwork. Learning takes place both inside and outside the classroom.
What do we learn about in History?
We learn about the following:-

· Old Things 

· The Ancient Greeks

· The Inuits

· Inventors e.g. Thomas Edison
· The Benin

· Famous historical figures

· Broadcasting

· Religions

· Democracy

· Transport

· Extinction

· Animation

· Technology e.g. the Internet and World Wide Web
· Significant local history figure / event

History Topic Overview
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History knowledge builder across the school
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Examples of Knowledge Builders in Pathfinders
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Examples of Knowledge Builders in Pathfinders
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Long Term Plan - NC coverage and how it is taught as objectives in LMTW
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Long term plan – Progression of skills
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How do we assess and monitor History

Steps

	Steps
	Historical Skills
	Chronology/ understanding of the past

	Step 3
	· Can identify themselves in a picture
	· Can use vocabulary old/new/long ago when speaking



	Step 4
	·  Be able to identify and discuss their extended families. 

· Can identify their families in photos, can draw pictures and point to them, labelling them.

· Enjoy listening to simple stories about history/ historical figures
	· Share stories of visits and experiences with grandparents/ cousins etc. 

· Routines

· Weekend news

· Talk about how they have changed since they were babies



	Step 5


	·  Show an awareness of the wider community, linked to people who help them. 

· Knows some of the things that make them unique and talk about some similarities and differences in relation to friends or family


	· Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience of the wider world, eg; school trips

· Order simple stories/ events through pictures

· Understand the generations in their families and where they fit in

	Step 6


	·  Comment on pictures and photographs of themselves and family members in the past

· Talk about the past and present events in their lives

· Look at and comment on wider community members in the past, eg; photos of nurses/ police from long ago.


	· My life so far- begin to use timelines. Where parents and grandparents fit in.

· Compare photos/ objects and be able to identify if they are old/new in terms of technology

· Order stories/ events through pictures and retell in simple terms

	Step 7


	· Look at photos and objects from the past and understand they are from the past, sometimes before they were born.

· Comment on what items could have been used for. 

· Understand that changes have happened in their communities and comment on these.

· Be able to talk about similarities and differences in people/ items from the past, comparing them to the present
	· Represent their lives on a timeline

· Create timelines of objects/ events from the past

· Order stories confidently and use vocabulary of time, eg; first, next, after that.

· Compare characters in stories from the past


Using a simple decimal grading system for our assessment allows staff to both record even the smallest steps of progress by our pupils. The first digit in the given number represents the year group that a child is working at and the second it the level at how they are achieving within that given grouping. Teachers can quickly identify where a given student is and how this related to their peerage in each class.
As many of our pupils have short term memory difficulties, they find retaining knowledge especially difficult, so we use Kahoot quizzes throughout the units to support them remember ‘Sticky Knowledge’. These quizzes make learning fun, engaging and impactful. Teachers can use the readymade quizzes created by Dimensions for each unit or they can create their own to introduce the topic, review and reinforce knowledge and use the information gained to help them identify the level students are attaining.
Each child’s average attainment grade is collected twice a year for SLT, subject leaders and teachers to gain valuable knowledge on how the child, class and school are working in each subject. 

SLT, teachers and subject leaders use assessment for learning to inform planning, teaching and learning and CPD opportunities.

SLT and subject leaders are continuously monitoring their subject to ensure it meets the needs of our pupils. They monitor using a variety of activities, including:

· Learning walks

· Book scrutiny

· Lesson observations

· Pupil survey and discussions

· Staff survey and discussions

We are excited to teach our Learning Means the World curriculum and know it will positively impact on our pupils’ academic and whole well-being.
History teaches pupils to recognise similarities and differences between periods in history and see how the past has shaped the present.








History helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of their country’s past and that fo the wider world.





History is a key subject to engage pupils’ creative and critical thinking about change, both locally and globally, and the implications for the future. 











