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Orrets Meadow School 
New Parents and Carers Survey 2015
(18 out of 21 parents replied after their child had attended half a term at Orrets Meadow)
     As new parents/ carers at Orrets Meadow, we would really like to know how you and your child have settled in and  whether you feel there is        

     anything more we could do to make Orrets Meadow better.  Thank you. Mrs Duncan
	Question/Statement


	Good
	OK
	Needs

Work
	Comments

	1. Your first tour around Orrets Meadow  with the Headteacher


	17
	
	1
	“I had a child at the school before and I am very pleased he also has had the chance to attend”
“not had a tour” Parent didn’t phone up and request a visit before joining.

“Really useful to understand the setting”

“We were amazed how nice the school was”

“Reassuring”

“Staff really friendly”

“Comprehensive and passionate”

“From our first visit we knew it was the right environment for our son to thrive in”

“A very friendly welcome, time was not an issue, excellent first impression”



	2. Your first impressions of Orrets Meadow.

	18
	
	
	“Lovely school, very friendly”
“A great first impression!”

“Lovely little school”

“Very enthusiastic about children’s progress”

“Very welcoming and supportive”

“Very impressed overall”

“Excellent”

“Happy and friendly”

“Children seemed happy and confident and they were engaged in their lessons and activities.”
“He is very happy, the lunchtime classes are excellent!”



	3. Your child likes coming to school


	13
	4
	1
	“He is enjoying his time at Orrets”
“Has taken time to settle which was expected”

“She is ready to go to school. She seems to like going to school”

“She loves school and has settled in very well”

“Not as bad as mainstream but its early days”

“She has really settled in and happy about attending”

“Although he misses his friends he is now happy to go to school”

“He seems to genuinely like going to school. He has never said he does not want to go which has often happened in the past.”

“He likes going for the first time ever!”


	4. You can see your child is making good progress in reading and writing.


	15
	2
	1
	“He has made really good progress and it is making a difference to his confidence”
“Excellent. He is enjoying his homework for the first time ever!”

“She is making progress and she is enjoying her reading!

“The difference to her reading and writing is incredible. She would not read or write before starting Orrets”

“Progressing in both reading and writing”

“He is beginning to read with confidence and expression. Writing is another a matter and probably needs more attention.”

“He has been put back in reading level so it is hard to tell”
“He is very new and it is obviously an area he finds very difficult”

“From about week 2 we have seen a leap in his reading ability, he is now attempting much more challenging books”

“He loves the books for homework”



	5. Your child is becoming more confident in his/her abilities.

	12
	5
	1
	“He is so much more confident and happy within himself”
“He is a little more confident”

“Her confidence has been boosted and she is engaged”

“”Her confidence has soared since starting Orrets and she is more sure of doing things”

“”He surprised me by setting himself a difficult reading challenge. Before joining OM he would refuse to do tasks he perceived to be difficult”

“He is more confident in his maths ability and sometimes doing all his homework by himself”

“He looks forward to completing homework”



	6. The teaching is good.


	17
	1
	
	“He feels his needs aren’t met but I feel they are!”
“So far he has had nothing but good things to say about his teachers”

“He likes his teachers and he is learning”

“Excellent teaching and ability to understand how pupils learn individually”

“Not good, but excellent!!”

“It must be or I would not see so much progress”

“We were amazed at the meet the teacher meeting at how much work the children had already done when we looked at their books”



	7. Homework books are a useful way of communicating with the teacher.

	17
	
	1
	“Yes I like to write a few things and like to see how he is doing”
“Need a separate one as some issues children have may not relate to homework”

“The homework book is really useful in engaging and communicating with school”

“It is nice to see a daily diary and a great way for teacher/parent communication”

“Very useful and I appreciate teacher’s efforts to comment on them daily”

“The communication book is a brilliant idea”

“Yes I feel if I raise anything in the book it will be responded to promptly”

“Very helpful”

	8. I can talk to staff about any issues and they are usually resolved.


	17
	1
	
	“”I have not yet had any issues but feel any would be resolved”
“All staff are very approachable”

“Feel we could openly talk to staff”

“Definitely, staff have been accommodating and understanding about my concerns. I feel I can let go of the fighting mode I have been in for the last 3 years”

“Haven’t had any issues”

“Yes, we asked a question about lunch and we had a response the next day”

“Never had to speak to staff for any reason”

“Notes in book promptly answered”



	9. The Headteacher and staff deal clearly and fairly with any poor behaviour.

	13
	
	
	“Not sure as I do not have any insight into it”
“We haven’t any knowledge”

“I assume so, she has told us she was making noise when she shouldn’t have and she took it on board”

“We have not experienced any issues yet”

	11. Staff work hard to encourage good behaviour.

	17
	
	
	“”He is very motivated by house points etc”
“There seems to be lots of incentives in place to encourage good behaviour”

“She often tells us about certain rules, so it is being taken in”

“She says there are clear boundaries and standards”

	12. The school prospectus is informative


	18
	
	
	“Yes it is informative”
“Very informative”

“This was very useful”

“Yes it helped us to know where he is going and gave me sufficient information about the school”

	13. The school web site is informative


	18
	
	
	“Very informative”
“Very useful”

	14. Are there any areas of school life or learning you would like to know more about? 
	“In relation to Bug club – would like to know how to spend reward coins” – We will look into this for you!
“I found the Dyslexia workshop informative”

“More workshops would be useful” – We hold them on different topics every half term – next one is ‘Supporting Behaviour and Team Teach’.

“How to get onto Bug Club” – Details have been resent out to each parent in communication book and was described at Meet the Teacher.
“Not sure what opportunities for extra-curricular activities there are” – These are described on the school tour, if you missed your tour please contact Mrs Duncan who can arrange another.
“No I am very happy with everything!”

“No I feel I am kept up to date”

“”No all is explained”



	15. Any other comments abour your child’s first experiences of Orrets Meadow School and transferring from mainstream.
	“Transition has been smooth. It is so much easier at one instead of two schools”
“Transferring to OM has been surprisingly easy and a very positive experience. We really would have appreciated a new pupil pack before he started. We looked at the website together and although it is informative we would have liked to find out his teacher’s name, how many in the class, timetable, lunch menu etc so that we could have talked about it before hand” – Hopefully the induction morning you attended in July answered a lot of your questions. Lunch menus are now on the website. Next year we will aim to create induction packs for pupils.
“”He is finding it hard at the moment, he is missing friends at his old school and the amount of work done during the day and in the evening” – It will get easier as he settles in and routines become more established.

“OM seems to be a really good school. I have definitely noticed a change in his reading and writing and he is a lot more relaxed when he gets home from school”

“He has settled well and he really enjoys school, the bus is great! We are very happy!”

“She is very happy. Her confidence and self-esteem has improved and now loves going to school every day”

“We were very worried whether she would settle in, but she has been so settled and her confidence shines. I am so relieved she is back in a classroom environment, learning in a group and not feeling singled out and that she is not capable of doing what her classmates are”

“The transition half day was very useful. It would have been good to have had a short parents meeting to go through arrangements, info on PE kit etc. She enjoyed her induction session.” – The Headteacher’s tour, which is offered to all parents on an individual basis, goes through all important information. Detailed information is also in the school prospectus and on the school website. Next year at the end of the induction morning we will hold a new parents’ meeting.
“It is a bit daunting as it is unlike any other school due to the children’s needs, but he has now started to settle and he is learning and enjoying his work. The parent meeting in school was informative and helped us see what he needs to work on. Thank You”

“He has only been with you a short period of time but has settled in amazingly and loves going to school and doing homework, which makes me very happy indeed!”
“He has gained confidence and is keen to complete homework each evening.”

“It has been difficult for him but feel OM have done really well and been supportive”

“Fantastic!”

“She has really settled in, is happy to go on the bus and says she doesn’t miss her old school”

“He has settled in really well. It took ages to get him to interact in mainstream. At OM he is confident to do it already! He seems happy to share what he has done in the school day, he never would have before. Still a few days he will have a melt down but as soon as the bus arrives he is off quite happily.”


