Visit to Lemurs Class 5/2/26
When I arrived, the children were on the carpet preparing for the lesson.  They did a calming exercise where they put their hands on their heads, hands on the shoulders, arms around their bodies and then counted down their fingers before “turning on their listening ears”
I noticed there was a Lego table in the corner of the room, and it was explained to me that they had been learning about the inventor of Lego and using it to explore the materials topic.
Mrs Walsh asked the children to recap the different materials they had been learning about. The children answered enthusiastically – glass, metal, plastic, ores, water and fabric. Mrs Walsh then played a guessing game where she described a material, and they had to guess which one it was. One of the clues was the word “opaque” and Mrs Walsh asked the children what it meant. I was impressed when one of the children answered, “not see through”.  
Mrs Walsh asked the children if they could remember the testing they had already done of different materials (waterproof wellies and gloves, bendy straws and tape measure). She then asked the children to take off their heads and pick up a scientist head which they all enjoyed mimicking.  Mrs Walsh explained that scientists test things because they want an answer to do something with it. They are looking for an answer. Sometimes they think they know the answer, but they do tests to make sure. Today’s test related to the materials that we would maybe use to make an umbrella for our teddy bear.  
Mrs Walsh set out the things the children would need to carry out the experiment.  She explained that to make the test fair each experiment would need to be the same – the same container, the same bear and the same number of water drops. The children discussed how many water drops should be used and they agreed on ten.
Each child had an investigation sheet in their books, and they had to list the four materials (fabric, foil, paper and plastic) that would be used in the experiment and what their predictions were for which would be best for an umbrella. The children were split into three groups and Mrs Walsh Mrs Pickford and Miss Hughes took one group each to help the children fill out the sheet. Some of the children wrote “I think ….. will be best” and some children were challenged to go a bit further and add “because……..” and provide reasons. 
The first material to be tested was fabric. Teddy was placed in a plastic jug, and the material was stretched over the top of the jug using a rubber band.  The children all took turns to see the effect water had on the fabric with one child tasked with using the pipette to drop the water.  The water settled on the fabric but eventually was absorbed (a description offered by one of the children which was impressive) Afterwards they felt the teddy’s nose to see if the fabric had protected him.  It hadn’t 
Tin foil followed. This was interesting because whilst it was waterproof initially the material ripped too easily so would not ultimately work for an umbrella.  Next to be tested was paper. The water went straight through immediately. The children agreed this was not a good material at all for an umbrella! Finally plastic material was tested and the children agreed that this was the best material for an umbrella as the water just rolled off it and it didn’t rip easily.
Mrs Walsh concluded the experiment by saying that the best scientists make discoveries from what they don’t get right.  The children then finished their investigation sheets with the results of the experiment.
The children were all engaged in the experiment, and no one had to leave the room or take time out to regulate. Some of the children used chews or headphones for sensory needs and there were other examples of stimming.   All the children seem supportive of each other and when one child was slipping off their chair another child helped them get back up and brought them their pencil case.  This was an example of kindness and looking out for each other. They are very tolerant of each other’s needs. It was lovely to see.
When it was home time, they all sat on the carpet on their spots with their coats and bags.  Mrs Walsh finished the lesson reading part of a book called polar bear patrol because the Arctic is the current topic.  When Mrs Walsh asked where Nepal was one child could answer exactly which was incredible.  The children then left one at a time to get their buses in a sensible and orderly fashion. The children seemed happy to engage with me and answer questions.
