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Basic Skills Quality Mark Programme – Visit Feedback Report
	School name


	Orrets Meadow School

	Headteacher


	Carolyn Duncan

	School and/or 

HT email
	headteacher@orretsmeadow.wirral.sch.uk
	Tel no
	0151 678 8070

	Alliance QM Assessor
	Vanessa MacDonald
	Visit date
	17.05.16


	Purpose of Visit 
	Renewal


	The Assessor spoke with the following people  

	

	Headteacher and/or Senior Leaders YES
	Literacy Subject Leader YES
	Numeracy Subject Leader YES
	Assessment Manager

YES

	SENCo
NO
	Pupil representatives YES
	Governor representative(s) YES
	Parent representative(s)YES

	

	‘Learning Walk’ completed? YES
	Relevant evidence-base reviewed? YES

	

	The previous development points have been considered and are being / have been implemented


	Suggested areas for development in preparation for the next Quality Mark visit: 
· To further develop the use of new initiatives to enhance writing skills and strategies.
· To extend children’s mathematical skills through developing problem solving opportunities in the outdoor environment.



	‘Good practice’ identified in relation to the 10 Elements of the Quality Mark: 
· Orrets Meadow has extended its provision to encompass children with a wider spectrum of needs. There is a shared understanding of the different needs of the children in its care and as a result it is not a school which rests on its laurels and is constantly looking for ways in which to develop its practice for the benefit of its children. Element 1
· The headteacher, supported by senior leaders, has a resolute determination to strive to ensure that all pupils can achieve to their potential. There are high expectations of this which are communicated and shared by all staff. Data tracking by individual pupil is thorough and robust and ensures that any additional support or intervention is quickly identified and put in to place. Key priorities are identified and actions evaluated on a termly basis by all staff. Cohort plans identify the needs and development areas for each group of children which also link to their individual education plans. Element 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10
· Subject leaders in basic skills have a clear understanding of the key priorities for their subjects based on a range of information and balanced with the differing needs of each cohort of children. Careful monitoring of the impact of any changes ensures that these are checked for positive impact on children’s learning. Element 1,2,4 
· The school uses staff to support children’s wider needs and cognitive development as well as supporting older children in their transition to high school. A home-school link worker ensures that the needs of the child and family are met; supporting with routines and attendance as well as learning. Element 5, 6, 7, 8
· Across the school there is a collaborative ethos and adults have a shared drive. Ongoing professional development is given a high priority and expertise is shared between staff. In each class the adults supporting the pupils work as a team. Teaching assistants work in partnership with the class teacher. Interactions are highly productive and engage pupils in their learning. All adults are acutely aware of each individual’s different needs.  Element 6, 7, 8 
· The provision has been developed to provide some classes with additional outdoor learning space. Sensory learning takes a high priority; separate sensory rooms give children positive opportunities to enjoy developing their senses and making decisions about different sensory applications. The use of sensory programmes to support children’s development in phonics and spelling was evident. Younger children were actively engaged in reinforcing their understanding of letters and the sounds they make; enjoying the practical activities. Older children were confidently spelling words with the same pre-fix; individually selecting letters to complete each word.
           Element 7,8
· Staff are innovative in the ways in which they engage children in accessing all aspects of the curriculum. The use of additional and specialist staff to teach pupils in wider curriculum areas such as languages, physical education, music and art ensure that children are able to use and apply their basic skills in a wide range of subjects. Element 7, 8  
· The school has responded to the requirements of the new primary curriculum but has rightly adapted this to suit the needs of its pupils so that they develop their skills at an appropriate level. Long term and medium term plans ensure that children have a full bread of coverage and are carefully tracked against these different objectives. Element 7, 8.
· The use of new technology has been considerably enhanced. Classrooms have new interactive boards to support the teaching of basic skills. Each child now has their own laptop which are used to support their basic skills using a wide range of programmes for literacy, spelling and maths, Children said they enjoy having their own computers to help them with their work.  Element 7, 8
· Each classroom provides pupils with clear learning expectations with visual timetables and behaviour displays. Resources which are specific to learning needs are used to support the development of basic skills, such as letters for phonic and spelling development and Numicon for mathematical understanding. In the younger year group class children have access to a range of areas to support their basic skills development, such as role play areas which support children’s speaking and listening skills.  Element 2, 3, 4, 7, 8
· The curriculum is designed to focus on children’s basic skills and teachers and teaching assistants are carefully deployed to ensure that each child received high quality support. Daily, specific intervention is bespoke to each child and focusses on their current development needs so that their progress continues to move forward at a pace. Teaching assistants play an integral part in supporting children in class and intervention sessions. Element 6, 7
· A recent focus on developing children’s reading and writing skills and love of reading is evident across school. The visiting author was a huge hit and the displays in the hall are indicative of the energised writing this produced as a result. Element 7 
· The outreach provision continues to provide children from local primary schools with additional support in literacy and numeracy and ensures that their specific needs are well supported.  The special educational needs assessment team also provide support and advice to other schools in establishing needs and provision.  Element 7, 8
· Children across school have a strong voice and they are involved in making changes to their school. They raise money to purchase items of their choice such as a 3D printer and have changed the menus so they are more popular and healthier.  Children speak with pride and confidence about their school and the opportunities they have to develop their basic skills and also their social skills.  Children become increasingly confident in their own abilities and have high aspirations for when they leave school.   Element 2, 3, 4
· Older children clearly know what they need to do to improve in their work and understand the marking and review system to support them with this. Children unanimously spoke about how teachers support them when they find something difficult. Element 2, 3, 4
· Governors are very well informed and fully involved in the life of the school. Governors alongside staff and pupils regularly review how well the school is doing in terms of pupils’ basic skills. The regular visits to their ‘adopted’ link class and learning walks ensure governors have first-hand experience of how pupils are taught and learn. Element 10
· Parents have a range of opportunities to learn how to support their children through parent workshops such as e-safety, dyslexia and dyscalculia. A parent support group in maths helps parents understand the teaching strategies used and how to use practical equipment to support this. Meetings with school staff three times a year enables parents to check how well their child is doing but also raise any concerns they may have. Parents are highly positive of the support they receive from the school.  Element 9
All members of the school ensure that Orrets Meadow is a calm and positive environment in which pupils thrive and gain confidence in readiness for the next stage in their education. The school should be thoroughly congratulated on its achievements. 



enquiries@qm-alliance.co.uk [image: image2.png]Alliance for Lifelong Learning

n |ace Basic Skllls

promoting adult lear \ ngemv



www.qm-alliance.co.uk

[image: image2.png]