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Basic Skills Quality Mark Programme – Visit Feedback Report
	School name


	Orrets Meadow

	Headteacher


	Carolyn Duncan

	School and/or 

HT email

	headteacher@orretsmeadow.wirral.sch.uk
	Tel no
	0151 6788070

	Alliance QM Assessor
	Lesley J. Lee
	Visit date
	21.06.13


	Purpose of Visit
	Renewal Assessment


	The Assessor spoke with the following people  

	

	Headteacher and/or Senior Leaders YES
	Literacy Subject Leader YES
	Numeracy Subject Leader YES
	Assessment Manager

YES

	SENCo
YES
	Pupil representatives YES
	Governor representative(s) YES
	Parent representative(s)YES

	

	‘Learning Walk’ completed? YES
	Relevant evidence-base reviewed? YES

	

	The previous development points have been considered and have been implemented


	Suggested areas for development in preparation for the next Quality Mark visit: 
· To embed the developments and strategies introduced this year to raise standards in mathematics across the school
· To embed the new English and mathematics curriculum so that the pupils’ basic skills continue to develop




	‘Good practice’ identified in relation to the 10 Elements of the Quality Mark: 
· In May 2012, the school was judged by Ofsted to be outstanding.   Since then the school has continued to work hard to ensure that all pupils receive an enriched curriculum; have high aspirations and the confidence to fulfil their potential through boosting their self-confidence and developing their basic skills.   

· Through the strong, clear leadership and direction provided by the headteacher the school continues to build on its previous successes.  She is very supportive of all staff and along with the Assistant Head and Basic Skills Leader has a very clear vision for the further development of the basic skills in a special school.  The headteacher is passionate about school improvement and she is fully supported by governors and the school community in achieving its priorities for improvement.  To build on their many achievements rigorous planning, monitoring and evaluation systems have been implemented and the further improvement of the basic skills remains a very high priority for the school.   
· Whilst attainment is significantly below the national average it is consistently above for children with a statement of special educational needs in reading, writing and mathematics.  In 2012, good progress was made in all subjects with significantly positive progress made in English.  All pupils made at least two levels of progress in English and writing, and boys writing at Key Stage 2 is a particular strength of the school.  Handwriting and the presentation of work is a further strength and some outstanding examples of pupils’ written work were observed during the visit.  These outcomes and the excellent progress made by pupils are a consequence of the high expectations and total commitment and drive of the staff who work tirelessly to ensure the needs of all pupils are met.  
· School self- evaluation, the analysis of data, target setting and the monitoring of individual progress are rigorous and comprehensive and the information it provides is used very effectively to support teaching and learning across the school.  Intervention and support are precisely targeted to meet the individual needs of each pupil and are clearly focused on developing the basic skills.  Staff are highly effective and work well as a team; they have a shared vision on the way forward and have very high expectations of their pupils.  This is reflected in the use of the ‘star and target’ marking system which is used across the school in English and mathematics.  This system recognises achievement, identifies the next steps in learning and elicits a pupil response.    Pupils reported that this system helps them with their learning and makes them feel more confident and happy in class.  The pupils are also actively involved in setting targets for IEPs when appropriate.
· Pupils are able to talk about their work and make judgements on their individual progress using the ‘traffic light’ system.  They have very good attitudes to learning; are very happy in school and are enthusiastic learners.  This is a consequence of the very high standards of individual care and support provided to all pupils.  The school provides a calm, nurturing environment where the needs of the individual child is at the centre of all its work.  
· The school is also working hard to develop pupil self- esteem and provides very good opportunities which enable pupils to take responsibility for their own learning.  To facilitate this they encourages team working and ‘talking partners’.  Group work is also a significant feature of the curriculum and this model is highly effective in addressing individual learning needs through a variety of interventions.   Group provision this year has included:  support for pupils with dyscalculia; reading comprehension; speaking and listening; talking maths (maths vocabulary) and handwriting.  
· Central to the curriculum is the provision of enrichment experiences.  These opportunities have had a very positive impact on pupil progress, developing the pupils’ self-esteem, increasing motivation and positive attitudes to learning.  The pupils reported they thoroughly enjoy these experiences and they obviously value the opportunities given to them by the school.
· Governors play an active part in the further development of the basic skills.  The English and mathematics governors meet with subject leaders to discuss subject priorities and developments; are involved in monitoring pupils work books and participate in learning walks.   
· Communication with parents and carers is good.  In particular, the school website has been developed as a central point of information for parents and it is used well.  The school is very supportive and the school provides a range of activities and workshops to help parents and carers in their personal development as well as to support their child’s learning.  The vast majority of parents and carers feel their child is making good progress, particularly in reading and writing and are very supportive of the school.  
· The school uses a wide range of materials to support pupils’ learning and the multi sensory approach to learning is used with great success to enhance the pupils’ learning experiences.  The range of resources available is excellent and staff and pupils value the equipment that is readily accessible for their use.   In addition the pupils have a the opportunity to use a wide range of technology to further develop their learning of the basic skills. 
· The school is to be congratulated for the quality of the learning environment.   The high quality displays and the very positive learning environment provides the setting to stimulate interest and good attitudes to learning amongst the pupils.  

The school continues to meet all criteria of the Basic Skills Quality Mark’s 10 elements and can clearly demonstrate that holding the Quality Mark has had a positive impact on provision and practice.  The school works very hard to provide an outstanding environment of care and support so that the individual needs of the pupils are met on a daily bases.  The school should be congratulated for its significant achievements and for providing such an enriched education for all its pupils.

 Congratulations, a well deserved award! 
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