Geography Policy Document

Orrets Meadow School

1.
Introduction

In accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988, and subsequent Education Acts, school must provide Geography as part of the National Curriculum for all registered pupils.

2.
Philosophy

Geography is a valued part of the curriculum at Orrets Meadow Special School as it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. 

Geography explores the relationship between the Earth and its people and stimulates curiosity and imagination. 

We aim to build upon the child's "personal geography" by developing geographical skills, understanding and knowledge through studying places and themes.

We encourage children to learn by experience and we value fieldwork as an integral part of the geography Curriculum.

At Orrets Meadow School we believe in the importance of Geography as stated in Geography, The New National Curriculum for England 2014, pg.184.

“A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.”

“Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and

approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.”

2:1
Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

2.2
Geography in the National Curriculum
Key stage 1

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
· name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

· name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography
· dentify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles

· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
· key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather

· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
Geographical skills  and fieldwork
· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage

· use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

· use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Key stage 2

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography
· describe and understand key aspects of:

· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills  and fieldwork
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 2
	Contrasting Travellers
	Painting

Van Gogh
	United Kingdom

- London
	Wonders of the Wirral

New Brighton

	Year 3
	Vikings & Anglo Saxons
	Ancient Egypt
	Textiles

Lowry
	The River Dee versus the Amazon
	Wonders of the Wirral

Hoylake & Moreton

	Year 4
	Romans, Anglo Saxons & Scots
	Sculpture

Picasso
	London versus Europe
	Wonders of the Wirral

West Kirby & Bidston

	Year 5
	Vikings & Anglo Saxons
	Ancient Egypt
	Printing/Design

Banksey
	Mount Everest versus Snowdon
	Wonders of Wirral -Birkenhead Park & Docks

	Year 6
	Ancient Greece
	Leisure & Entertainment
	Painting & Drawing

Hunderwasser
	Earthquakes & Volcanoes

Scotland Volcano versus Vesuvius
	Wonders of the Wirral

Port Sunlight & Parkgate


· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

· use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Geography Schedule

The Geography Schedule focuses on the rich cross-curricular topic areas within our own local region to as far as the Amazon. The entire summer term is consecrated to Year Group studies within the boundaries of the Wirral Peninsula.

This plan is subject to revision in the light of experience.

2.3
Learning Across the Curriculum
Geography can make an important contribution and offer a stimulating context for the development of pupils’ literacy, ICT and numeracy skills. In history and RE geographical knowledge is essential in order to place events and themes in context. The enquiry approach is common to the Humanities subjects.

· Key skills: including communication; application of number, ICT, working with others, improving own learning and performance and problem solving.

· Education for Sustainable Development of the world and its resources
· Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

· Citizenship

· Thinking skills, particularly geographical enquiry and helping pupils to evaluate information and reflect on their own work
3.
Management and Administration

3:1
Role of the Co-ordinator

· Understanding the requirements of the subject order.

· Preparing policy documents, curriculum plans, schemes of work etc. for the subject.

· Encouraging staff to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils, to develop valid activities appropriate for children at different stages of development and which enable pupils to progress in the subject and to have regard to the three principles for inclusion:

(a) setting suitable learning challenges

(b)  responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

(c)  overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

· Helping colleagues to develop their subject expertise.

· Review the breadth of study to ensure coverage of all areas.

· Ensuring common standards and formats for recording and assessment.

· Producing reports on the subject in the school, e.g. to governors, in newsletters.

· Communicating all developments in the subject, e.g. through staff meetings, distributing information, using notice boards.

· Organising and monitoring professional development in the subject.  To prepare an inset plan for the subject.

· Producing annual development plans including costings and priorities which can help inform the school development plan.

· Liaising with relevant organisations regarding the subject, e.g. advisory teachers, inspectors, QCA, Geographical Association, libraries.

· Organising and advising on the contribution of a particular subject to other curriculum areas including cross-curricular and extra-curricular ones.

· Helping with the monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the subject within the school.

· Auditing resources and producing updated lists of books, materials and equipment relevant to the subject.

· Producing or helping to produce relevant documentation for the subject.

3:2 Teaching and Learning styles

If pupils are to gain maximum access to the Geography Curriculum and demonstrate achievement, careful planning and thoughtful imaginative teaching will be essential.

Key features of classroom practice in geography will include opportunities to engage pupils in well planned tasks which make use of a range of resources including the locality:

· Investigating real places and themes across a widening range of scales.

· Developing a knowledge and understanding of physical, and environmental geography and the patterns and processes at work in them.

· Undertaking geographical enquiry, applying skills and techniques, collecting and analysing evidence, drawing conclusions and communicating findings in a variety of ways eg questionnaires, graphs, tables, databases etc.

· Using maps at various scales and plans, fieldwork, instruments, ICT and other sources of evidence such as photographs, newspapers and visitors to inform their work.

Pupils should understand what they are expected to do, know how well they are progressing and understand their next steps for learning.

3:3
Curriculum Planning

At Orrets Meadow School we have embraced the New National Curriculum 2014 and rewritten the entire Geography Programme of Study to reflect this. There are countless opportunities to provide cross-curricular projects and resources to stimulate and challenge our students.

(Refer also to paragraph 2.3)

3:3:1
Multi-Cultural & Themed Week(s)

Over the past two years we have been consecrating a week of study per term to a Multi-Cultural or Themed Week which has been very popular and highly educational across the whole school. Teams plan and prepare ‘global’ projects to incorporate all aspects of a given country’s geography, history, culture, language, art, etc. It is intended that these projects present pupils with an opportunity to experience a full ‘cross-curricular’ experience. Each group presents a final presentation during a whole school assembly.

3:4
Use of Language in Geography
Pupils will be taught to express themselves correctly and appropriately in both speaking and writing. Also to listen to, respond to and build on ideas and views constructively, and to read accurately and with understanding.  Pupils will be taught specialist vocabulary and patterns of language vital to understanding and expression in geography, for example, language to express hypothesis, comparison and how to ask questions and develop arguments.

3:5
 Equal Opportunities - Education for a culturally diverse society.

At  Orrets Meadow Primary School we recognise the responsibility of all schools to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils. 

In Geography, the National Curriculum is the starting point for planning a curriculum that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of pupils. 

The teachers planning aims to:

· Set suitable learning challenges.

· Respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs

· Overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

At  Orrets Meadow Primary School, teachers planning will set high expectations and provide opportunities for all pupils to achieve, so that all pupils can take part in lessons fully and effectively.   

In order to ensure that they meet the full range of pupils’ needs, teachers are aware of the requirements of the relevant equal opportunities legislation, including the Sex Discrimination Act,1975;  the Race Relations Act 1976; and the Disability Discrimination Act, 1995.     

Teachers will take specific action to respond to pupils’ diverse needs by;

a. Creating effective learning environments

b. Securing their motivation and concentration

c. Providing equality of opportunity through teaching approaches

d. Using appropriate assessment approaches

e. Setting targets for learning which build on pupils’ knowledge, experience, interests and strengths and are attainable and yet challenging and help pupils to develop their self-esteem and confidence in their ability to learn.   

Where particular pupils have learning and assessment requirements which go beyond the provision described above, and which must be addressed in order to overcome barriers to learning, for example, a Special Educational Need, disability, or linked to the pupils’ progress in learning English as an additional language,teachers will take account of these requirements by;

a. Supporting access to text, such as through prepared tapes particularly when working with significant quantities of written materials or at speed.

b. Help in tasks that require extended writing to communicate their ideas, through alternative communication methods, such as the use of ICT or speech to allow pupils to demonstrate their understanding and to maintain their concentration and motivation

c. Non-visual means to access sources of information when undertaking historical enquiry

d. In assessment – when judgements against level descriptions are required, these should where appropriate, allow for the provision above. 

See Wirral Policy on Equal Opportunity and Multicultural Education.

School Policy Document on Equal Opportunity .  OFE Circular 3/89.

Geography can contribute to the elimination of racism, sexism and all forms of unfair discrimination in society, by leading pupils to a greater understanding of the global community and promoting equality.

3:6    The Contribution of Geography to “Every Child Matters”

At Orrets Meadow we believe that geographical knowledge, skills and understanding can help learners to progress towards the five outcomes of Every Child Matters.

“While enjoyment and achievement should be at the heart of the subject, geography also has a role to play in developing pupils’ understanding of staying safe in a variety of outdoor environments, raising their awareness of global issues and interdependence, as well as developing pupils’ understanding of the importance of community and helping to promote their economic well-being.”       OFSTED (2008)

Every Child Matters (ECM) outcomes.

· How well do learners enjoy their education?

· How well do learners adopt safe practices?

· How well do learners adopt healthy lifestyles?

· How well do learners make a positive contribution to the community?

· How well do learners develop skills that will contribute to their future economic well-being?

Enjoy
Geography students actively participate in a range of engaging approaches to learning (decision-making exercises, role plays and debates).
Safe practices

Geography Students develop their skills outside the classroom either within the School grounds and/or on fieldwork investigations under supervision.

Healthy lifestyles

Students have an understanding of their health, diet and exercise lifestyle and make a comparison with a LEDC in a Development Scheme of Work.

Community

Pupils begin to develop an understanding and interest in the community in which they live. This will, hopefully, lead to them making a positive contribution to their area.

Economic well-being

Geography students, through an Economic Activity module, could research the balance of renewable and non-renewable resources and discuss the outcomes.

Geography is in a strong position to support progress towards all five outcomes

3:6
Use of ICT

Pupils will be provided with opportunities to develop and apply their ICT capability to support their learning in geography. They will use CD-ROMS, Powerpoint presentations, “Googlebox”, on-line encyclopaedia  and the Internet selectively to find information, e-mail to communicate with people in other places and databases/spreadsheets to handle and present information. Geography-specific IT skills will also be developed. The Geography co-ordinator maintains a list of ICT resources for geography.

3:7
Education for Sustainable Development

We recognise that Geography plays a significant part in promoting education for sustainable development through:-

· Developing pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the concepts of sustainable development, such as interdependence, quality of life, global development, resource use, and diversity and the skills to act upon this understanding.   
· Developing pupils’ skills of critical enquiry and an ability to handle and interpret information.
3:8  
Using the local environment and involving the local community

Orrets Meadow is fortunate, in that its pupils are drawn from every part of Wirral.  The diverse backgrounds of the pupils, including home and former school localities can all be drawn upon as a basis for discussion, comparison and local knowledge. Close to Orrets Meadow School, diverse styles of homes can help the children to understand the concept of environmental development and promote enquiry into social issues.

Local amenities, including shops, green belt, open land and the shoreline are all within easy walking distance of the school.

Further fieldwork can be easily undertaken in the local area with the use of local transport  in order to enrich topics on the coastline, rivers and estuaries.

Arrowe Brook, Arrowe Park, Birkenhead park and Thurstaston Country Park are all within easy reach.

3:10
Time Allocation
The time allocated to the teaching of Geography reflects its status as a foundation subject. 

The Dearing report (1995) recommended 45 hours per year at KS.2

This time allocation is modified according to national priorities such as The Primary National  Strategies.

At Orrets Meadow School the time allocation for Geography is:

Year 2/3/4/5

3.5% of curriculum time

Year 6


3.0% of curriculum time

4.
Assessment recording and reporting

4:1
Assessment

This will be in accordance with the school’s new assessment policy, which is followed throughout the school. Assessment is incorporated into every lesson delivered. The Class Teacher can record, using students’ initials, whether they are meeting or working towards the targets and objectives laid out in the planning.  The assessment of pupils’ work can provide information for pupils, teachers and parents:

1)
to enable pupils to reflect upon and celebrate achievement;

2)
to help plan for progression, continuity and target setting for pupils, and to inform planning for future work of whole classes and individual pupils.

3)
to communicate achievement and identify areas for further development to pupils, parents and teachers.

4)
to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and learning.

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and based upon teachers' judgements of pupil attainment and progress.  Assessment is built in to the planning of learning experiences and clearly related to the learning outcomes that are proposed.  

Forms of Assessment

A wide variety of assessment procedures should be used to provide opportunities for pupils to achieve across a range of contexts.  Activities resulting in written or oral outcomes, project material, models, practical fieldwork, role-play, video/audio presentations factual recall, observations display work may provide a basis for assessment.  Pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their own work and discuss what the next steps for learning will be.

4:2
Recording and Reporting

Group recording sheets are kept, noting pupils who exceed, meet, or fail to meet expectations. Reporting on a child’s progress in Geography is a statutory requirement. An annual report relating to their child's progress in Geography is sent to parents.

4:3 
Academic Guidance

Feedback to pupils should be provided on their attainment against the objectives of geography. Pupils are encouraged to improve their own learning performance through the school marking policy.

5.
Resources 

5:1
Staffing

The school’s curriculum for Geography is implemented by individual class teachers together with support staff and under the guidance of the Geography Co-ordinator, using the resources available.

5:2
Resources and their management

Resources are located mainly in the Main Computer Suite.
5:3
Minibus

The school has been fortunate enough to have received a new minibus for the 2016-17 academic year. This now opens the door to more opportunities for staff to broaden our horizons in incorporating more visits and activities that would previously have been beyond the school’s budget.

6.
Inset

The school promotes the participation of the Coordinator in LEA In-service Opportunities for Geography.  Dissemination of information from major inset to teachers takes place during school staff development days and staff meetings.

7.
Review and Evaluation

This document was accepted by The Governors on _______________________

And will be reviewed and revised as necessary annually.

