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SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

To raise the aspirations of every child; and give them the confidence to fulfil their potential, through positive learning experiences.

Rationale

This Policy document outlines the specialist approach we take at Orrets Meadow, in the teaching and learning of English. 

While the Subject Leader for English is responsible for keeping abreast of all developments in the English curriculum and sharing this with staff, it is the responsibility of all staff to implement this policy.  

This policy document was originally compiled by C O’Brien in consultation with the whole staff in Summer Term 2014, and kept regularly updated. 
Philosophy
Proficiency in English is a crucial lifelong skill. Acquisition of literacy determines an individual’s career opportunities and quality of life. English is more than basic reading and writing skills, but rather a measure of how well an individual can accurately understand and communicate, both aurally and in the written form.  
All children at Orrets Meadow have experienced difficulties acquiring the basic skills needed to attain literacy in a main stream class room. They have an Education Healthcare Plan with a range of specific learning difficulties including; Dyslexia, Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Emotional and Behavioural Disorders, Speech Language and Communication Needs and Dyspraxia. Often the children arriving at Orrets Meadow have low self-esteem and a negative view of themselves as learners. 
Our purpose is to facilitate the teaching and learning of basic skills so that pupils can overcome the barriers presented by their specific learning difficulties and confidently continue to the next stage of their education. We are fully committed to nurturing the enjoyment of, and enthusiasm for, language and literature, a love of reading and writing, and ability to understand and communicate effectively. 
Equal Opportunities
Provision will be made to allow all pupils to reach their full potential across the English Curriculum, regardless of their race, gender, cultural background, ability or any physical or sensory disabilities. 
The wide selection of texts provides opportunities for pupils to explore and understand moral, spiritual, cultural and social issues. Teachers will promote a classroom ethos where all children feel able to participate fully and know that their contribution will be valued. Co-operation, respect and appreciation of others’ views and work are vital to develop confident learners.

Objectives of our curriculum
· Listen attentively, paying attention to detail, to process the information and retain aurally as much detail as they are able.
· Speak confidently with intonation, clear diction, accurate grammar and style with regard for their listener.
· Read fluently with good comprehension, which is reflected in appropriate expression and intonation, from a wide variety of text, at their own level, for pleasure, relaxation, and investigation.
· Develop their cognitive skills, imagination and personal expression through a range of writing tasks using clear, concise language with accurate punctuation and grammar, in a style appropriate for the purposes.
· Make progress along the continuum to become a competent speller.
· Using neat legible cursive handwriting.
· Make fair critical responses about their own language work, that of their peers and that of a variety of authors and poets.
Curriculum
· Organisation

Children at Orrets Meadow spend an extended time allocation on English (30 mins spelling, 1hr English) so that each child can have a daily spelling lesson, read with an adult, as well as experience high quality English teaching in classes or group sessions.  
· Core Curriculum
In order to meet the needs of our pupils, we continue to follow a highly structured cumulative phonic and key word programme for reading and spelling as our ‘Core Curriculum’. This programme originally followed Hickey Multisensory Language Course (2000), but has been adapted and developed for group and class work. Teachers use their expertise, to plan and deliver multisensory experiences with great scope for overlearning, based on rigorous assessment and tailored to the needs of the child or group. 
Daily activities include:
· Alphabet- ordering and sequencing letters and words
· Auditory Discrimination/Phonemic Awareness
· Memory- auditory and visual
· Revision of key words and known phonics for reading and spelling
· New Learning of key words and phonics for reading and spelling
· Daily reading, with a Teacher or Teaching Assistant

· PROBE (Precise Recording of Objective Based Education)
· Homework linked to phonics or keywords 
· Dictionary and thesaurus activities
This structure allows children to develop the transferable basic skills necessary to access the wider curriculum. In small achievable steps, they experience success and build confidence. 
· Home-School partnership
Although much has been said in the media regarding homework for Primary age children, we have found that the support of our parents is invaluable in children making progress.  Fostering a close link with home encourages active generalisation of the new skills and is another opportunity to reinforce new learning. 
Homework is set Monday to Friday, which the exception of big events or specific holidays.

Children are set:

1. Reading 

2. PROBE 

3. Spelling, writing or maths task.

Home work should not take longer than 10-15 minutes to complete. 
· Primary National Curriculum 2014
The New Curriculum provides a long term programme of study, ensuring breadth and balance for each year group, and building in progression through specific learning objectives. This operates alongside the core programmes of teaching and learning in reading and spelling. 
The English programme of study is based on 4 areas:

· Spoken language

· Reading

· Writing

· Spelling, grammar and punctuation.
The Curriculum is divided into 3 stages: Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) and Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6). By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. The new National curriculum 2014, gives detailed guidance of what should be taught at each Key stage under the following headings.

· Spoken language

· Reading ‐ Word reading

· Comprehension

· Writing – transcription, spelling

· Handwriting and presentation

· Composition

· Grammar and punctuation

To enable our children to access the new English Curriculum, we have back tracked the objectives for each year group by one academic year. (E.g. Y5 children study Y4 objectives) 
These are aspirational objectives and require the teacher to modify and select appropriate learning activities to enable pupils to make progress towards them. 
Specific Additional Curriculum Needs
A Speech Therapist assesses and provides group and individual programmes for children with Speech Language and communication needs. These programmes are delivered in Additional Needs Group sessions by a Specialist Teaching Assistant. 
English Skills across the curriculum

Other subjects naturally offer rich opportunities to develop, practise and reinforce literacy skills. In our experience our pupils find it hard to transfer skills from one subject area to another. Staff are committed to encourage and scaffold the application of skills including research, spelling, writing and presentation, into other curriculum areas such as history and geography to a standard matching their achievements in English.
Computer Literacy

The use of computers permeates all areas of modern life, it is essential we equip our pupils with skills for computer literacy so they are able to fully participate in an ever changing world.  

The use of technology is embedded in teaching and learning practice across the English Curriculum. Orrets Meadow is fortunate to have a great variety of laptops, PCs and iPads available for children and teachers to access and produce multimedia resources. Computer technology enables and encourages pupils to write, with enabling programmes such as Clicker 6 and Purple Mash.
Learning Environment 
The children will encounter an environment in which they are surrounded by print in various forms. This will include displays and books in different genres and subjects, in classrooms, the library and communal areas of school.  Displays will be attractively organised but low stimulus to support an Autism friendly environment. 

We aim to promote the key principle of reading as an enjoyable experience - one which will encourage and motivate our pupils to continue to be readers for the rest of their lives.
Displaying children’s writing is also a way of showing how much it is valued.  The importance of writing and the value we at Orrets Meadow put on a piece of work is also be demonstrated by giving it a wider audience, either in the plenary session or in the whole school Assembly on Fridays.  It is important too, for children to realise that work doesn’t have to be perfect to be displayed or valued.  It is effort that should be rewarded and the willingness to use adventurous vocabulary, even when the spellings are potentially difficult.

Stategies for teaching and learning
· Multisensory activities
· Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic
· Overlearning

· Structured and scafolled practical and written activities
· Guided reading and writing
· Modelling 
· Sight reading
· Probes
· One to one reading

· Small group work and strategic deployment of teaching assistants
Mastery of the Curriculum 
‘The Reading and Writing Journey’ illustrated below is the key feature of the Mastery curriculum at Orrets Meadow. 
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By ensuring each of these elements are taught explicitly children will master the skills needed to become confident readers and writers.   
Assessment for learning
· Assessment Cycle
The Core curriculum is assessed each term, which provides teachers with the detail needed to plan their programmes and identifies children in need of additional provision and support. 
· Assessing Pupils Progress(APP) 
Children will be assessed using APP sheets devised from the objectives given in the English programme of study. Assessments will indicate whether a child attains ‘Beginning’, ‘Developing’ or ‘Secure’ against the objectives being studied. Children will be awarded appropriate P-levels when working towards the curriculum and levels A1-C6 when working within the curriculum. 
Tracking and reporting
· Termly Data Report

At the end of each term, parents are supplied with an update on their child’s progress, in the form of a Data Report. This shows progress through the year and against curriculum objectives. 
· Pupil Progress Meeting

Pupil Progress Meetings are held each term to identify children not making expected progress. Additional support and group interventions are put into place to promote progress.   
· End of year report

All children receive an end of year report summarising and highlighting the progress they have made in the English curriculum.  
· Standard Attainment test (SATs)
Children who are working on the KS2 curriculum will sit the SAT test each May. For some children taking the SATs would have a negative impact on mental health. In such instances careful consideration is made as to which assessments they will take. Individuals unable to access the SATs are awarded a teacher assessment, based on their class work. 
· Pupil Self-Assessment
Children make a summative assess their own progress over an English lesson, by marking their work with a green, orange or red circle. Green meaning the child is secure in their progress and red meaning they are in need of more reinforcement. Additionally children are encouraged to make on going running assessment at appropriate times during the lesson, with coloured circle. 
When the children are sufficiently skilled and mature, they will be encouraged to make peer assessment and set targets for their peers.
Marking & Feedback (Academic Guidance)

The Academic Guidance Policy sets out the philosophy, standards and marking codes to be used by teachers. Whenever possible, feedback is given orally at the earliest opportunity. A marking code is displayed in every classroom. 

Additionally teachers mark work with a star and a target, indicating the next steps a child needs to take to make progress.  
Responsibilities
· Head Teacher and Governing Body
· Support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;

· Monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations;

· Monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment;

· Ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality teaching.

· English Leader
· Ensure the effective implementation of the National Curriculum for English;

· Raise standards of attainment for English across the whole school;

· Support colleagues in the teaching of English, identifying any training needs;

· Maintain the availability of high quality resources;

· Maintain an overview of current trends and developments within the subject;

· Ensure, together with the Head Teacher, a rigorous and effective programme of monitoring and evaluation including planning reviews; learning observations, learning walks, pupil voice, work sampling;

· Feedback the outcomes of monitoring and evaluation to individuals and teams as necessary to ensure teaching and learning improves/develops;

· Effectively manage any funding designated to English.

· Class Teachers
· Ensure the effective implementation of the National Curriculum for English;

· Follow this agreed policy.
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