Orrets Meadow Primary School
Policy Document
MATHEMATICS
Calculation Policy
Mission Statement : To enable pupils to develop confidence and learning strategies that will minimise their learning difficulties.
Introduction

This document has been designed to express the rationale, which underpins the teaching of Mathematics at Orrets Meadow. 
Orrets Meadow is a school that caters for pupils with a wide range of special educational needs. 
The Mathematics Calculation Policy runs alongside the Mathematics Policy and has been developed to enhance learning and progression for all the pupils at Orrets Meadow. 

The staff believe that it is the right of every pupil to have access to a curriculum, which will fit them for life.  All pupils therefore will receive instruction in mathematical skills and experience of concepts in an attempt to prepare them to make a positive contribution in society.
Rationale
Our Approach

Orrets Meadow caters for a wide range of SEN conditions. The pupils’ initially have an EHCP evidencing SpLD or ASC or a combination of both. However the majority of pupils also have a large range of Co- morbidity factors; ADD, ADHD, Dyspraxia, Dysgraphia, Dyscalculia, SEMH, OD as well as others.

It is our responsibility as staff to be aware of these conditions and implement individual learning strategies for pupils to ensure they make progress. 

It is our aim that each child becomes confident in a method that they can use efficiently to work out calculations. For some that method may not be seen as the most ‘time effective’ method but will however be the method they can access when taking account of their co –morbidities.

It may be that a pupil arrives at Orrets Meadow having experienced several school mathematical systems. It is left to the professionalism of the experienced class teacher to baseline the pupil and explore whether they have a firm grasp on the basics of number. At this stage a decision will be made to build on their current knowledge if it is accurate or to re- introduce practical methods to help build up a concrete understanding on which further learning may progress.

In a similar way a pupil with ASC may be reluctant to try or simply not understand a written calculation method and in this instance the class teacher may divert their input to a more suitable accessible method for that child.

The stages within the Orrets Meadow Maths Booklet are intended to define a clear progressive route for the four operations. It must be noted that within our policy we do not prescribe which method is to be used at each year group as already has been mentioned that the children here are taught on an individual basis. Therefore a child in y6 may need the basics usually associated with y2. However the booklet serves as progressive guidance. 

Staff are aware of the stages involved within the booklet and aim to build on previous methods with the ultimate aim being to develop a compact effective method for the pupil to use confidently.

Aims

The aim of the calculation policy is to present to both staff and parents a clear guidance on the calculation methods to be used at Orrets Meadow:

· To present a defined route for progression within the four operations.

· To tackle any inconsistency of teaching which may lead to confusion for the pupil.

· To ensure that the majority of children are able to use a reliable and efficient method for each operation with confidence and understanding by age 11.

 ‘ Good practice in Primary schools’  to ensure our aims are met we will;
· Focus on the pre- requisite knowledge of number and the number system.

· Emphasise and ensure a diet of place value and number bonds.

· Introduce and revise number facts and relationships.

· Teach discretely partitioning and the use of number lines.

· Use practical hands on equipment within each year group. (Base Ten)

· Ensure each child has access to their own resource pack including a multiplication square, 
100 square, blank number line, coins representations, positive and negative number line, Shape names and images as well as any other resource needed to make a visual and conceptual link. 

· Develop mental methods supported by jottings and visual images.

· Establish written forms of recording moving to more efficient compact methods over time.

· To implement elements of Numicon to enhance teaching and learning for low achievers.

Reflection and Evaluation
In order that the staff at Orrets Meadow consistently aim to pursue an effective relevant curriculum questions will be asked at regular intervals:

1

Do you have a clear and consistent approach to the teaching of number and calculation skills to enable all pupils to become fluent in calculating, solving problems and reasoning about number by year 6?

2

Are pupils always encouraged to use mental methods as a first resort when presented with a calculation to complete, reverting to a written method when they are not able to use a mental method readily?

3

Is development of mental methods supported by jottings and visual images? Are number lines and column methods well used? Does your approach work towards development of effective written methods?

4

Is your approach evaluated and reviewed on a regular basis?

5

Does the review include reflecting on children’s performance year on year?

6

Are all teachers and teaching assistants involved in professional development activities based on aspects of the policy and approaches to ensure that it is consistently applied?
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