Appendix 5

The guidance on returning to school during the Covid 19 Pandemic 
The guidance provides information on how pupils will return to Orrets Meadow School safely and in line with Government guidelines. This is an appendix to our existing behavioural policy and lays out the rules and expectations as a school we will implement during this unprecedented time for the pupils in our care. With the guidance of our staff using verbal and visual prompts we feel that the majority of children will be able to cope with the new behaviour guidelines. 
Please refer to the plan and September risk assessment for information on arrival and departure processes, effective infection protection and control and social distancing.  

Classroom Rules
Due to the social distancing, consistency and well-being of children returning to school we will remain in our class bubbles for the first 3 weeks of school. The bubbles will include the class pupils, Class teacher and support team.
Classrooms will be adjusted to ensure that children will sit side by side or facing the front. Furniture will be changed to maximise social distancing for pupils and staff. The guidance takes into account that early years and primary aged pupils especially those with special needs cannot be expected to remain apart from each other and staff members. However Orrets Meadow will work to ensure the following is in place:

· reduce contact and mixing with other adults and pupils as much as possible. Mix only with the consistent class group and stay away from other people and groups whilst in school. 
· Same staff to work with their groups.
· avoid contact with anyone with symptoms.
· frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices.
· regular cleaning of settings.
Children will remain in their classes unless they are with a member of staff for sensory circuit, their bubble on the playground or taking part in PE etc Children will not be allowed jobs around the school i.e. taking messages, delivering resisters. All jobs will be class based jobs. 
Reward and sanction system
Our behaviour planet system will continue as usual responding to the correct or incorrect behaviour in and around school. Time out however will be done in the classroom with a member of the teaching staff due to not wanting any cross contamination between different adults and children. We will explain the rules of social distancing and try and visually represent it were possible. If the children don’t follow the social distancing rules we will assess this on an individual basis. Some children may find social distancing a difficult concept to understand and therefore staff will try and find different ways to convey the message and speak to parents for support. We will not enforce sanctions for this unless there are deliberate actions to spread germs and defy the rules. 
If challenging behaviour occurs we will have to risk assess whether it is feasible to support this child in lines with social distancing and whether we can keep the other children and staff safe. There are masks and face shields available for staff if children share their bodily fluids through spitting or smearing. 
No merit Assemblies will take place. However merit certificates will be given out in class by the class teacher on a Friday acknowledging good behaviour, following rules, work and being kind.  

Attendance 
No one with COVID-19 symptoms should attend school for any reason and must be tested for COVID-19. Eligible healthy pupils have to attend under Government guidelines. 
School leaders need to remind parents to follow the standard national advice on the kind of symptoms to look out for and where to obtain further advice or tests from. 
Parent/carers will be fined for non-attendance. Schools should continue to inform social workers where children with a social worker do not attend. 

