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Orrets Meadow School

Accessibility Plan

Mission Statement
"To raise aspirations of every child and give them confidence to fulfil their potential through positive experiences"
We are a special school for children aged 5-11, who have an EHCP for Social Communication Difficulties including Autism. All of our children are working below age related expectation and  have difficulties in reading and spelling. They may also have specific difficulties with maths, attention, social skills, speech and language, organisational skills, spatial awareness and fine/gross motor skills.  

The school has a wide catchment area in Wirral and the pupils come from a variety of socio and economic backgrounds. The pupils are predominately boys and white British. The school has an APN of 70 although it is often oversubscribed and numbers are in the 70s.
Orrets Meadow offers children with Specific Learning Difficulties; specialist teachers in Dyslexia and Dyscalculia, small classes, tuition using multi-sensory techniques and a carefully structured approach with opportunities for reinforcement and revision.  Our learning programmes and methods are tried and tested but are flexible and adapted to suit the needs of the individual. 

Orrets Meadow offers children ; specialist teachers in Autism, Dyslexia and Dyscalculia, small classes of 8-12 pupils, tuition using multi-sensory techniques and a carefully structured approach with opportunities for reinforcement and revision.  Our learning programmes and methods are tried and tested but are flexible and adapted to suit the needs of the individual. Positive mental health, developing resilience and building a love of school and learning, are at the forefront of everything we do. The 3 values for all our staff and pupils are; Work Hard, Be Nice and Never Give up!

All of our classrooms are ‘ASD’ friendly. Each class uses visual timetables, emotional thermometers to gauge mental health, has access to a sensory room and their own toilet and changing facilities. Sensory circuit runs every morning from 9-12 so the children can have as many sensory breaks as they require to help them regulate and be ready to learn. Each child has a pen portrait and a sensory diet profile. 
Orrets Meadow School is accessible, inclusive and has close links to the local community. We work with many professionals to help remove barriers to learning including; School nurses, Educational Psychologists, Occupational Therapists and Camhs therapists. We use our Pupil Premium to fund both a Speech Therapist on site two days a week and weekly visits from Thumbs Up, who deliver session in resilience and self-esteem. We also have a full time Home School Link Worker funded by Pupil Premium to support families with home issues.
It is a school where diversity is celebrated and strong partnerships are built. The curriculum provides challenging and stimulating learning experiences, with realistic yet high expectations of standards, progress and achievement for all. 

We believe that this Accessibility Plan is compliant with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting on progress of the Accessibility Plan over a 3 year period. 
Access and School Policy and Procedures
We adhere to Equality Act of 2010 throughout all our policies and practise to ensure pupils access learning and the school environment. 

Access to the Curriculum 
Every child has access to a low stimuli classroom with visual timetables, emotional thermometers, access to toilet and sensory facilities. Every morning children are able to access a sensory circuit so they can be alerted or calmed down and return to the classroom ready to learn.

We provide a differentiated National Curriculum. We ensure all pupils can access activities that we offer and adaptations to equipment and activities are made to fulfil this aim. For pupils to access the curriculum lessons are highly differentiated and take account of individual learning difficulties. Priority is placed on pupil participation, as independently as is possible. Adults are clear about the learning objectives of the lesson, class and individuals. Children have daily access to English and Maths packs, so they can choose independently resources they feel will help them learn effectively. Numicon and Base ten are used regularly for children who have been screened and identified as being Dyscalculic.
A full time Home School Link Worker provides support to pupils and parents when requested or needed, ensuring pupils attend school regularly and home conditions are supportive of children making progress in school. Parent courses facilitate them to support their child with learning at home and with wider ranging issues such as behaviour.

Good communication is supported by the use of visual signs and symbols where needed. All pupils have access to appropriate computer technology. Angled writing boards, cushioned seats, stability ball chairs and pencil grips are available for pupils who require them. Coloured reading rulers, coloured pieces of paper and tinted glasses are encouraged and used by children with Irlems. 
All teachers and teaching assistants have been trained by Physiotherapist Julia Dyer to assess pupils’ gross motor skills and devise motor programmes to develop gross and fine motor skills. We work closely with occupational therapists, parents and pupils to ensure we meet the physical needs of our pupils.

Our educational visits policy reinforces that practice is adapted to ensure no child misses out on school activities that take place off site. As a school we encourage independence in our pupils and strive to ensure that they experience full and rewarding lives. 
The school will continue to seek and follow the advice of multi-agency professionals eg. health professionals, to ensure barriers to learning are reduced and enable pupils to reach their full potential. 

Every child has a pen portrait which outlines their strengths and areas of need, how best to support them and how to engage them. Each child receives a programme of interventions personal to their needs and what is prescribed on their ehcp.

Access to the School Environment 
The building is a single storey building with good facilities for a variety of needs. The school is fully accessible for all pupils, staff and visitors. The school has three sensory rooms and disabled toilets with changing bed, shower and changing facilities. Every classroom has its own toilet facilities. The outdoor environment is also fully accessible with the KS1 ASD classroom having a designated outdoor learning space. 

The school takes account of the needs of pupils and visitors with physical difficulties and sensory impairments when planning and undertaking future improvements and refurbishments of the site and premises, such as improved access, lighting, acoustic treatment and colour schemes, and more accessible facilities and fittings. 
Access to Information
All information issued by the school aims to be user friendly. Newsletters letters incorporate photographs. Visual timetables are in each of the classrooms. Regular parent workshops on ASD and behaviour management inform parents of the importance of effective communication. We encourage parents and professionals to download all newsletters and school documents from the school website. 

For a child with a visual impairment we can receive support from Wirral LA in modifying printed materials into a format to meet the needs of individual children and for parents who might also have a visual impairment. 

Our website takes into account accessibility in both its design format, the format of fonts and colours, choice of language and its accessibility on multiple device screen sizes. 
The school will make itself aware of local services, including those provided through the LA, for providing information in alternative formats when required or requested. 

School Access Planning 
Develop a Sensory Garden: September 2014 - ongoing 

Purchase Clicker 6 to engage reluctant writers – Sept 14

To develop KS1 ASD outdoor learning area: April 14 – March 15  

To create 2 x KS2 ASD friendly classrooms with disabled toilets/changing facilities and sensory room – Jan 13 – Sept 13
To create 2 x KS1 ASD friendly classrooms with toilets/changing facilities and sensory room – Jan 14 – Sept 14

To create 2 x KS2 ASD friendly classrooms with toilets/changing facilities and sensory room – Aug 2017.
Develop final two classrooms into ASD provision, with toilet facilities and attached sensory room – August 2019
Autism Accreditation Award – May 2019 to reinforce our school is ASD friendly and effective in maximising their progress and well-being.
Associated policies and plans 
This plan should be read in conjunction with other relevant documents including: 

Equality Policy 

School Evaluation Form
School Development Plan

Date approved by the Governing Body: June 2019 

Date for policy review: June 2021
Signed…......................................Chair of Governing Body
